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PROGRAM CORNER

When: APRIL 9, 2009 Thursday

Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL

Time: 7:00 P M

Who: Dr. Robert Cook, Auburn University

What: A Comparison of Four of America’s Best Gold Specimen-producing
Localities.

\gf‘
@ These include the Little Jonny (spelled that way) at Leaduville,

Colorado; the Lokel Mine in Pershing County, Nevada; the Eagles Nest Mine in
Placer Co., California; and Mockingbird Mine in Mariposa County, California.
This presentation was given to the Society of Mineral Museum Professionals in
Tucson in February 2008. Let's have a good crowd to welcome Dr. Cook. (by
Iris McGehee)

REFRESHMENTS
Drinks: Jim Gaines Snacks: Jim Gundlach
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at

the community center.
List for remainder of the year:

May Harry Corbin Linda Boyd

Jun Elise & Terry Toney Minnie Jerido
Jul Mike Berkman Linda Griebel
Aug John & Sandra Nemias Nemias

Sep Drucilla Hornsby Linda Lord

Oct Thad Cheatham Jean McDonald

Nov Harold Glover Chela & Cathy Kirkland



3 Mike Keene 29 Henry Mann
6 Jim Gaines 30 Betty Anderson
19 David Echols

Again I'd like to say a very special “Thank you” to Jeff Edwards for
organizing last month’s outing to Cathedral Caverns and congratulations to
everyone who made the trip. The cave was large, spectacular and really very
interesting.

Although our guide Penny L spent no time educating
us about caves generally (most of us know all that stuff anyway), she was a riot
of one-liners and funny sayings (a wannabe comedian, | guess) and made for
one of the most entertaining cave tours I've ever had. But Penny was justifiably
proud and did educate us a great deal about Cathedral Caverns, particularly as
the cave has at least four record holding features (the largest standing pillar and
longest frozen waterfall were my favorites) .

The area nearest the mouth was very rough and
blocky more like a natural mine than water carved cavern, but the farther
reaches had some of the most beautiful formations I've seen. This area of the
cave is still very actively growing; so active, in fact, that | actually got wet from all
the water dripping and also had several noisy waterfalls which | always enjoy.



Cathedral Caverns is great cave and | would recommend it to anyone, but
there was one thing about our tour that | didn’t like. Round-trip the guided tour
into and out of the cave is 1.3 miles long and the inward leg is punctuated with
plenty of stops while our guide pointed out things of interest. That also gave
many of us a moment’s rest and chance to catch our breath. But once our group
reached the farthest point deep inside the cave, then the guided portion was
over! Our guide thanked us for coming etc. and pretty much pointed out the way
we had come. The youngest among us sprinted for the exit (unsupervised) while
those of us longer in the tooth made our way out at a slower pace (the guide kept
us company, though | don’t think our age group really needed the chaperone) -
but still it was a steady grind with no stops. | noticed a few among our number
quite literally had a hard time making it out! My suggestion to the operators is to
have HALF the points of interest brought to the group’s attention going in and the
other half on the way out to provide rest stops and unbroken supervision.

Lately, there has been some issue with the wear and tear (some might say
abuse) that the equipment at our workshop has suffered due to inexperience and
ignorance. In fact, | blame my own inexperience and ignorance as | have been
the sole supervision for some time and would certainly like to see someone more
gualified volunteer for that duty at least some of the time. Please do a little soul
searching and see if that might be a job for you! Let me know.

See you soon, Frank Rowell

FIELD TRIPPIN’

April 18th to South Carolina has been cancelled. When Jeff attempted to
make reservations, the site had been closed to the public for the time being. He
will try again later in the year.

However, Jeff has set up another field trip for April.

DATE: April 19th (Sunday)
TIME: 9:00
LOCATION: Point A Dam

COLLECTING: Shark teeth
Jeff will give out maps at the meeting. If you plan to go, but cannot make the
meeting, call Jeff to get directions.



TRIP TO CATHEDRAL CAVERNS by Iris McGehee

What a great day March 14™ turned out to be. | was lucky to catch a ride
to Cathedral Caverns with Terry and Becky Fetzer along with Linda Lord in the
back seat to keep me company. Even though the weather report showed rain for
the entire state, it did not dampen the spirit of the members who went.

We arrived in Grant, Alabama around 11:00 and found a delightful eatery
and then arrived at the cavern at the scheduled meeting time of 12:30. We had
to wait for awhile for our scheduled tour, but spent time at the neat gift shop and
rocking in the rocking chairs that lined the porch. Our guide, Penny, was a “hoot”
- keeping us laughing all during the tour. She pointed out that Cathedral Caverns
holds six world records:

(1) It has the widest entrance of any entrance of any commercial cave in the
world at 25 feet tall and 128 feet wide.

(2) It is home to “Goliath” the largest stalagmite in the world at 45 feet tall and
243 feet in circumstance.

(3) It has the largest flow stone wall, which is 32 feet tall and 135 feet long.

(4) It has the largest “frozen” waterfall.

(5) It has the largest stalagmite forest of any cave in the world. And

(6) It has the most improbably formation in the world, which is a stalagmite that is
35 feet tall and 3 inches wide.

Touring the cave was a breath taking experience and was well worth traveling
over three hours to see. Being in the cave was not like other caves | have
visited, but rather like very large rooms. As we were leaving the cave, Frank
tried his best to hoist me up to get the shark’s tooth that is imbedded in the



It is fortunate that he was unable to accomplish this feat since we had been
warned when entering the cave to leave everything in the cave in place. The
shark’s tooth proves that the cave and surrounding area at one time was under
water.

On the way home, Becky and Terry insisted we stop at Little Lots in Boaz.
I had heard of Big Lots, but never Little Lots. That was an amazing store having
most anything you could possibly want. It's worth a trip to Boaz just to visit that.

Hopefully we will take another trip to Cathedral Caverns in order for those,
unable to go the first time, to be able to see this amazing state park in Alabama.




MORE PHOTOS OF CATHEDRAL CAVERNS ADVENTURE





















Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes  March 12, 2009
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell, who then welcomed
visitors. Mark and Helen Kerbey presented a program on quartz. Helen talked
mainly about the qualities of quartz and related minerals. She also identified
samples brought by members. Mark discussed industrial uses aided by slides.
He told of some common household products that contained quartz, one being
shampoo.
Refreshments were provided by Iris McGehee and Mary Lou McHugh.
Minutes were read by the secretary and approved. The treasurer’s report was
read by Iris McGehee, which was approved and filed with the secretary. The
2008 show report was read by Mary Lou McHugh.
Three new members were approved: Harvey Green, Gerald Threadgill, and Stan
Stevens. Stan is a former member who has recovered from iliness and has now
retired. Several expressed appreciation for his return.
A field trip to South Carolina has been planned. Jeff Edwards explained what
may be found there and other information. Those planning to participate need to
contact Jeff.



It was announced that Dr. Robert Cook (retired from Geology Dept. at Auburn
University) will be the speaker for the next meeting.

A suggestion was voiced about participating in the Wetumpka Christmas parade.
It was pointed out that it would be during the show. The Show Committee will
take it under advisement. There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned.

Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary

SHOP REMINDER
To ensure that someone will be at the shop on the first or third Saturday of each
month, please email or call any of the following individuals ahead of time if you
plan to go to the shop: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, Harold Glover.
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Links to check out

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.htmi

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page

SE SHOWS
(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp)
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Club Officers for 2009

President: Frank Rowell 277-7023 1° V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254
2" v P/Field Trips: Jeff Edwards 312-0572 Secretary: Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817
Treasurer: Iris McGehee 262-7275 Directors: Jim Gaines 285-1988

Mel Barkley 277-2722

Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings.

General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest
to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others
enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget
cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may
be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2™
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the
December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are
announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals
and $20.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving this information.



The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com




