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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOORRNNEERR                        

When:  August 13, 2009 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
Time:  7:00 P M 
What:  NEW STONE-SETTING JEWELRY EQUIPMENT 
Who:  Carl Davis, Owner Davis Fine Jewelry, 5540 Atlanta Hwy,   
  Montgomery 

                                                                                                                                   
 

 

   REFRESHMENTS  
 
Drinks: John & Sandra Namais  Snacks: John & Sandra Namais 
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center.    

List for remainder of the year: 
Sep   Drucilla Hornsby     Linda Lord 
Oct   Thad Cheatham     Jean McDonald 
Nov   Harold Glover     Chela & Cathy Kirkland 
 

TTTHHHEEE   
GGGOOOLLLDDDEEENNN   
NNNUUUGGGGGGEEETTT      
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16 Minnie Jerido 
29 Phillip Baker 

29 Stan Steven

 

 
Hello Rockhounds, 
 
 Many thanks to Kim Cochran who came last month all the way from 
Atlanta to speak to us about Deserts and it was so nice to see one of our favorite 
past speakers Anita Westlake who came along to lend moral support. Kim made 
a lot interesting points; one among them that sand is after all just a lot of really 
small rocks but subject to some really unusual behavior. He talk was full of 
surprises and very enjoyable. 
 Jeff reports that the Point A Dam field trip for fossil shark and ray teeth 
was very productive and well attended.  I was sorry to have missed it, but I 
opened the shop for John Martin that Saturday. Although the information 
regarding pre-scheduling has been in The Golden Nugget all year and has been 
routinely mentioned at meetings, John seemed not aware of that requirement.  
Since no one came on many occasions, we are now no longer routinely opening 
the shop twice a month.  We are opting instead to open it only on a direct 
request basis .  

If you would like to use the shop on any Saturday, please call a member of 
the board. For safety purposes, two people must be in the shop at all times; so 
you will still need a partner.  If you don’t have a shop partner, please be certain to 
schedule far enough in advance so that a partner might be found for you. 
 The small oil cooled saw in the shop will cut. It’s only problem seems to be 
an inclination for its vise guide to bind preventing the stone from fully engaging 
the saw and giving the impression that the saw isn’t cutting. I recently cut some 
marble for Linda Griebel and had no trouble although I held the rough by hand 
and marble is a very soft stone. But more recently Jeff Edwards has cut some of 
his recent finds of very hard paint rock agate. He used the vise and discovered 
the binding problem. So if you use that saw and use the vise you’ll have to be 
certain that it is feeding smoothly, if it doesn’t you’ll need to clean and lube it 
again. 
 On the home front, I continue to struggle with the peculiarities of cutting 
heart shaped cabs and I am finding it rather difficult. When cutting in the hearts 
“lobes” the edge of the wheel scratches the “belly” of the stone.  Any help from 
anyone?  I’ll bring a few examples to our next meeting   
See you there,  
��������	
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POINT A DAM FIELDTRIP PHOTOS 
 

 
 

 
 

Terry Fetzer takes a poke at fearless leader Jeff Edwards 
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Jeff Edwards, Terry Fetzer    Thad Cheatham, Stan Stevens 
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Amy Reports In  

I collected shark teeth and other sting ray teeth at Point A Dam on Sunday, July 
19th with the Birmingham Paleontology group.  My plans were also to attend the 
fieldtrip on Saturday, July 25th with our group, but I was unable to make it due to 
getting sun burn during the weekday from going kayaking on the Coosa.  I was 
barely able to walk and was very disappointed that I could not attend.  My 
daughter Lauren and I were able to collect many teeth on that Sunday fieldtrip.  
Lauren in turn enjoyed getting in the water and swimming with some other kids 
that were down there collecting as well.  Again, it was a very hot day and water 
sure was needed to get through the day without getting dehydrated.  I enjoyed 
all of the day and I would get excited each time when I went to look at my screen 
to see what I had dug up from the earth.   
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It was almost like finding treasure.  I sure would like to go back down there again 
when time is possible and perhaps maybe we can make a trip as a group down 
to Catoma Creek for some other kinds of fossils.  Well, looking forward to the 
next meeting.   Amy McClellan 
________________________________________________________________ 

�
��������������	
��	
��
���	�
���������������������� ��� ������!�"�"� ��# �
Most caves and mines on National Forests in the southeastern United States are 
being closed for one year in an effort to protect bats, according to Regional 
Forester Liz Agpaoa.  “We are working to stop the uncontrolled spread of White 
Nose Syndrome (WNS) among bat species,” she said. “The closures will allow 
scientists and land managers time to work together and study the fungus, learn 
how it spreads and how to best address it.”  Under the 12-month closure order 
signed by Agpaoa on May 21, 2009, all caves and abandoned mines on national 
forests and units in 13 Southeastern states from Oklahoma to Virginia and 
Florida will be closed unless posted as open. All uses would be prohibited except 
organized rescue efforts and other actions specifically authorized by the agency.  
The following website has some details: http://www.caves.org/WNS/�
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Rocket City Rocks and Gems, January 2005 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

REMEMBER to bring recent acquisitions to the monthly meeting 
so other members can experience a variety of different materials. 

_______________________________________________________________  
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Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society - Minutes July 9, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell.  Visitors were 
welcomed.  An application for membership for Lisa Morrow was read and 
approved.   Lisa is from Verbena and has been collecting rocks for some time, 
but wants to learn about what she's been collecting.  Minutes were approved as 
published in the Golden Nugget.  The Treasurer's Report was read by Iris 
McGehee and filed with the secretary.  Jeff Edwards gave a report on the field 
trip planned for July 25, at Point A Dam.  Directions were given out.  Frank asked 
for donations for the Wheel of Fortune which will be in operation on Friday, the 
weekend of the show.  Refreshments were furnished by Mike Berkman and Linda 
Griebel.  Ken Cochran gave an interesting program on deserts.  He said 
Antarctica is considered a desert because it receives no rain.  After the program, 
the meeting was adjourned.   Mary Louise McHugh, Secretary 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

       SHOP REMINDER           
The shop will be opened only by appointment .  Please email or call any of the 
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell, 
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover.  NOTE: the shop will no longer 
be open on a regularly scheduled basis. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MORE PETRIFIED WOOD ADVENTURES by Linda R. Griebel 
 Although he really wanted to remain, my ten year old grandson Jared 
could not stay for the Point A Dam club field trip.  We decided to create our own 
excursion just for him so he could walk through a creek and pick up any rocks 
that interested him.  Of course, we had our somewhat-trained eyes out for 
“treasure” for our collection as well.  While gathering small bits of this and that, 
we wandered one way down the stream and returned.  Then we headed in the 
other direction.  As hunger struck and we had turned back, we did come across a 
large object mostly buried in the sand.  After much effort, we found that we could 
not dig it up nor could we chip much off, but believed that it was a large petrified 
log.  Tired and famished, we left the site with a few samples of that material and 
went home.  
 However, on the following Saturday (Jared was to leave on that Sunday), 
we anxiously returned to the same site with a large sledge hammer and the 
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mission to extract a nice hunk.  Seemed like a good plan, but our combined 
strength (my holding the chisel and Mike’s whacking) resulted in the sledge 
hammer flying off in one direction and the chisel sleeve moving down the arm.  
Deciding that we had been mostly lucky that it didn’t injure one of us, we stopped 
beating it up!  Digging around the log didn’t result in another area to try to crack.  
I felt along the bottom and finally discovered an edge on a side piece and we 
worked on that for a long time.  When I could touch more and more sides around 
that specimen, we discussed various approaches.  Finally, I moved to the side 
and pushed with both legs until something shifted.  Jared assisted by trying to 
dam up the creek to move water away from where we were digging.  Then we 
dug more and pushed more and viola!  A very large chunk which resembles a 
cypress knee was partly sticking out of the water.  Both of us could barely lift it 
and knew we would not be able to carry it back to the Blazer like that. 
 Ideas popped into our heads and then dispelled away.  We knew we really 
wanted it, but it was monstrously large.  Walked the 8 minutes back to the car, 
ate lunch, and debated on the feasibility of how to collect the rock.  So, we took a 
large towel and a blanket with us in order to make a sling.  The towel was not 
sturdy enough, but we lifted the rock (with much effort) onto the blanket which we 
had folded lengthwise several times and placed our treasure in the middle.  After 
each start, we walked a few yards and had to set our load down to rest.  Since 
we knew water would add weight, we stayed near the bank and tried to keep to 
resting places on the dry sand.  Each few yards, we had to stop again to rest.  
There was one really challenging obstacle - to cross over a stretch of water 
where the creek widened to get to the other bank to eventually get to where the 
Blazer was parked.   
 Doubling our resolve, we determined to get all the way across in one 
swoop.  Murphy’s Law!  Somewhere near the middle, our strength waned and we 
had to set the blanket and rock down in the water.  With much regret, after that 
break, we picked up the heavier (wet) ends of the blanket to proceed, but I was 
getting exhausted and the additional weight caused me to start dragging my end.  
Glorious discovery: dragging was easier than carrying the blanket!  So, we 
carry/dragged our bundle the rest of the way, not worrying about stopping in the 
water itself, until we arrived at the bottom of the hill where the Blazer was parked.  
Since the wet blanket wouldn’t have been as sturdy and was added weight, we 
lifted the ends of the rock and slowly carried it up the hill.  Of course, I had to set 
it down before we even got to the Blazer, but we were close.   The return trip 
carrying the rock took over an hour.  
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    Jared with profiled petrified wood 
 It came home with us, but we can’t bring it to a meeting for show and tell.  
It weighs around 150 pounds.  Our petrified cypress knee is now a focal point for 
a new garden. 

   (Cat next to petrified wood for size proportions) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANNUAL METEORITE SYMPOSIUM - August 15, 2009   
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________________________________________________________________ 
Links to check out 
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html 
 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml  
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index  
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA  
GIA 
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
0time/index.htm 
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

               SE SHOWS                
 

(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 
7���	��>;����������� ���� "�67�����?1���"��7*������ �
��	���������'����������
�	� �
7���	��>=�>: �"�67�����?1���"���@��17*��������	�����"� 

�����2�(�	 	
������A-������
���
		
�
-� ���

�B


��C0D;;8�������-������C�<%�	� ����
7���	��/>�/E��.7���6#�1��17�"� 1��1��1..1*�!�	��#�� �
	�
�6
'
��6�
���"� ��������
F��
	��
�G//,)�=:9�>=;9-���H�	8����	�����
���



 

13 
 

��%�������>>I>E"� ��
����"��7 �I�6����6��
���6
'
��6�
���"����
$��<8�����	��
�����
��%�������>>I>E"�!

	��
������"��6 �+�6��
	����7

�<�4����"�&
<
��6��		
��(�
�����
�	"�
!��7�� ��
�
���� ��
�
7>8�������
����
��%�������>,I>D"�F��$	�
'
���"�(� �+����(������
�
���� 

������
�������
��
�	��

����
��
J�����
��	����� ���������%��"�E,00�����F��
	�4�� ������������"�F��$	�
'
���"�(���
E///=���
���%*KK�������������K	��	KL%��K/00D�

������
J����� ��
	����
�
L�����%����
�

 

         Southeast Federation Field Trips     
 

Sept 26, 9:00 Blue Ridge/Epworth, GA - "Large almandine garnets"   $10 adults, 
children free; George Libby, 678-910-7476, Onsiteinatlanta@yahoo.com 
October 10- 9:00 - 5:00 Nantahala Talc and Limestone Quarry, Hewitt, North 
Carolina, No Fee, sign release form & safety briefing - Banded pink, gray and 
yellow marble, calcite, dolomite, pyrite, travertine and talc.   Mike Streeter – 
mcstreeter@charter.net Phone: (828)667-8290 
 
 

OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Fernbank Museum of Natural History; 76 Clifton Rd. NE Atlanta, GA; 
(404)929-6300 
http://www.fernbank.edu/museum/   On Exhibit: Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New 
Discoveries February 14 through August 16, 2009    Gold  Opens September 26, 
2009 
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL�

�,�-��)) �����)���'../���� �
President:   Frank Rowell        277-7023 1st V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254 
2nd V P/Field Trips: Jeff  Edwards 312-0572 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh      272-1817 
Treasurer:        Iris McGehee         262-7275 Directors:   Jim Gaines        285-1988  
              Mel Barkley       277-2722 
Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with 
news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most important, the Golden 
Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help 
others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this 
latter purpose. 
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    Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are specifically 
copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please give credit to The 
Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show 
replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  Field trips, 
workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are announced at monthly meetings.  
Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to 
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  
  
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801  
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem & 
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL 

Linda R. Griebel, Editor 
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


