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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOORRNNEERR                    

              ��
When:  August 12, 2010 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 36107-2643 
Time:  7:00 P M 
What:  Fossils and Indian Artifacts 
Who:  Dr. John Van Valkenburg 
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** September 9th Petrified Wood Demonstration by Dr. Richard E. Carol from the 
University of Alabama. 
**October 14th Formation of Geodes by Gloria Adams of the Birmingham Gem Club. 
                                                                                                                               

 

REFRESHMENTS            
Snacks: Linda Lord   Drinks: Drucilla Hornsby 

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at the community 
center. 
List for remainder of the year: 
Sep   Betty Stevens    Harold Glover 
Oct   Ardis Cecil    Lynn Stauch 
Nov   VACANT    VACANT 
WE REALLY NEED SOMEONE TO SIGN UP FOR THE NOVEMBER REFRESHMENTS AND DRINKS!  

TTTHHHEEE   
GGGOOOLLLDDDEEENNN   
NNNUUUGGGGGGEEETTT      

JULY 2010 
10-07 
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16 Minnie Jerido 
29 Phillip Baker 

29 Stan Stevens 

 

 
FIELD TRIPPIN’ 

Fearless field trip leader Jeff Edwards has scheduled another adventure for our 
group. 
DATE:   August 28, 2010  
TIME:   10:00 am 
LOCATION:  Point A Dam, Coneca River 
COLLECTING: Sharks teeth and other petrified ocean items 
TOOLS:  Shovel, sifter (plastic colander works fine), bucket, gloves (if  
   desired), food and drinks (not near restaurants), sunscreen,  
   chair, towel, container for small treasures, etc. 
Additional info: Carpool if possible - parking is somewhat limited.  Plan to  
   get wet up to knees, but that helps cool you while digging. 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
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Hints & Tips 
When the lapidary saw needs to have the tub cleaned, filter all of the oil through 
about four or five paper grocery bags. The oil will be clean and reusable. The oil 
never wears out. The oil is also very expensive. Each time you clean the lapidary 
saw, reverse the blade. This will give longer life to the blade as you wear each 
side evenly. The best way to get all of the material from a rock is to make one cut 
with the saw, then glue the remaining portion of the rock to a piece of wood (2 x 
4, etc.) with Elmer's Glue. Place the wood in the saw vise and cut the rest of the 
rock. Soak the last piece from the wood by placing the wood/rock in water. 
(from Snoopy Gems, Mar 07, via Ozark Earth Science Club News, Oct 06; via T-
Town Rockhound, Sep 06; via The Pinewood Rooter, Jul 06). (contributed by our 
own Terry Fetzer) 
 
Mineral Oil Uses 
Mineral Oil is an excellent cleaner for selenite crystals. It seems to loosen all 
those tiny particles left after washing the crystal in water plus, it brightens them 
also. It is fine for preserving borax crystals from hydration changes. It makes 
varasite a deeper green and improves the appearance of fluorites and calcites. 
(from Snoopy Gems, Mar 07, Ozark Earth Science Club News, Oct 06; via 
Rockwood Rockhound News, Sep 06; via Chips 8/99) (above segments contributed by 
our own Terry Fetzer) 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

5 
 

���������
������������������
 

   
Technical adjustments 

 

 
 

Thad Cheatham (1st VP / Program Chair) selected: GEMS & MINERALS THE 
ULTIMATE ROCK VIDEO as the July program.   
 Watching this video, we journeyed to the Smithsonian Natural History Museum to 
view unique acquisitions: the Napoleon necklace, inquisition necklace, a rare diamond 
from Brazil which is nearly 17 carats, a 31 carat blue diamond, a pink diamond which is 
one of the most valuable, and, of course, the hope diamond (the legend / curse).  Not 
only was the photography of the crystals spectacular, but the information kept the 
group’s attention.   
 Data included information such as 

�  Crystal faces reflect an internal order 
�  Heat, pressure, and distillation affect quality 
�  Only fakes or synthetics have no flaws 
�  Nitrogen makes diamonds yellow 
�  Red diamonds are so rare that there is no test to determine the color 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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What can we say? 

 

 
Hot, wet, and tired on the way back to the cabin 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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SHOP REMINDER 

The shop will be opened only by appointment .  Please email or call any of the following 
individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, 
or Harold Glover.  NOTE: the shop will no longer be open on a regularl y scheduled basis. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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�  Show your recent acquisitions at the monthly meeting so other members 

can experience a variety of different materials. 
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Links to check out 
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html 
 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml  
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index  
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA  
GIA 
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
0time/index.htm 
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Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SE SHOWS   
(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 

Aug 13-15--PASS CHRISTIAN, MS: West Harrison County Community Center (Espy Center), 
4470 Espy Ave.; Fri. 12-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children 12 and under free - Tomsey 
Westermeyer (228) 586-5279 or (229) 326-2390; tomsey@cableone.net 
 
Sept 3-6--HENDERSONVILLE, NC: Whitmire Bldg., 301 Lily Pond Rd.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 
10-6, Mon. 10-5; adults $3, children under 12 free with adult; Ken Gillon, (828) 606-1353;  
www.hcgms.org 
 
Sept 4-6--BRUNSWICK, GA: Glynn Place Mall, 100 Mall Blvd.; Sat. 10-7, Sun. 12-6, Mon. 10-5; 
adults $2, children under 5 free; Beverly Johnson, (912) 267-7850; bevjbj@comcast.net 
 

   Southeast Federation Field Trips   
>>August 15 , 8:30 am ET - Patty Construction Quarry -Summerville Lace Agate - Chattooga 
County, GA 
Tools: Eye protection is a must for anyone wishing to break apart material with a rock hammer, or 
sledge. Chisels would be valuable, as would small ground shovels and rakes. A small cart or 
hand truck may be useful for hauling larger pieces of take home material. Much of the material is 
covered with a chalky white chert, and a pail of water is sometimes handy for dipping and 
identifying the better material.  Bring plenty of fluids.  
Lori Griggs, Carroll County GMS President (404) 538-7442  serenitygirl37@yahoo.com	�
 
>>September 25  -9:00 AM - 3:00 PM ET - Amos Cunningham Farm; Due West/Antreville Area, 
South Carolina 
 Fee site $25 adult; children under 13 $15- collecting minerals: beryl crystals, amethyst, smokey 
quartz.  Take picks, shovels, rock hammers and scratching tools; plenty of drinks and a picnic 
lunch unless you want to drive a few miles for lunch. Steve Huffman at 706-210-2988 or 
steve.huffman@dsm.com.  On the day of the field trip call 706-288-6771. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

	

	
Club Officers for 2010  

President:   Frank Rowell        277-7023 1st V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254 
2nd V P/Field Trips: Jeff  Edwards 312-0572 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh      272-1817 
Treasurer:        Iris McGehee         262-7275 Directors:   Jim Gaines        285-1988  
              Mel Barkley       277-2722 
Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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General Information  

    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals 
along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most 
important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects 
and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to 
contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2010 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are 
specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please 
give credit to The Golden Nugget and the appropriate author. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The 
annual gem show replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is 
invited to attend.  Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are 
announced at monthly meetings.  Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for 
families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or 
payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801  
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem & 
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL 

Linda R. Griebel, Editor 
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


