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PROGRAM CORNER

When: February 11, 2010

Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL
Time: 7:00 P M

What: Metaphysical and Healing Properties of Gems and Crystals
Who: Kate Goodall

REFRESHMENTS for February's Meeting
Drinks: Morning Sherrod Snacks: David Sherrod
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The following list for the remainder of 2010 has be  en corrected - Please excuse mistakes
published in the January newsletter.

Mar Iris McGehee Mary Lou McHugh

April Ardis Cecil Terry & Elise Toney
May VACANT* Linda Boyd

June S Boyer / J Namias Betty & James Anderson
July L Griebel / M Berkman Frank Rowell

Aug Linda Lord Drucilla Hornsby

Sep Betty Stevens VACANT*

Oct VACANT* VACANT*

Nov VACANT* VACANT*

*STILL NEED MEMBERS TO SIGN UP FOR MONTHS marked VA CANT
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1st Latongia Watkins 21st Linda Griebel
1st Amy McClellan

FIELD TRIPPIN’
DATE: February 27, 2010
TIME: 1:00 pm at site
LOCATION: Horse Pens 40, 3525 Co Rd 42, Steele, AL 35987
FEE: $5 per person (camping $10 per person per night)
DETAILS: “Horse Pens 40 is a 120 acre historic outdoor nature park; a

natural wonderland of unique rock formations nestled atop Chandler Mountain in
the foothills of the Appalachians and is located on top of the third highest
mountain in Alabama at 1500" above sea level. The stone formations there are
said to be among the oldest naturally exposed stones in the world, dating from
600 million to 1.3 billion years old. There are over 60 rare, threatened, protected,
or endangered species in the park. Due to its fragile eco-system, this is a leave-
no-trace nature park. No level of damage to any plant, creature, or natural
feature is acceptable or tolerated.” (quoted from website)

Go to http://horsepens40.tripod.com/ for more details
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DIRECTIONS: [-65 N to Birmingham; I-459 N to I-59 N; exit 166 / 231 N to
US 11; turn left onto Chandler Mountain Cut-off Rd / CR-42

Estimated travel time from Montgomery - 2 hrs 20 min (143 mi) or 2 hrs 40 min
from Wetumpka if you go Hwy 231 instead of interstate according to MapQuest

Hello Rockhounds,

Each year our parent society The Southeast Federation of Mineral
Societies acquires for two weeks each time frame, the use of two excellent
venues to teach lapidary and lapidary-related arts to its charter members
exclusively. As many of you may know, these are William Holland School of
Lapidary Arts and Wildacres Retreat. Then, in support of our federation, each
year our own Montgomery Gem and Mineral Society awards two scholarships
that may be redeemed at either venue at any time during those four weeks (two
weeks each at either of the two schools). The scholarships can ONLY be
redeemed during a federation sponsored week.

Anyone wishing to apply for a scholarship need only get a Workshop
Scholarship Program Points Record Sheet from any club officer and keep a tally
of your points throughout the year (up until the January meeting, it's never too
late to get a sheet and tally your points). An applicant need only have a total of
25 points to enter his or her name into the drawing. As example, there is one
point for each meeting attended; 12 meetings a year is 12 points; that's halfway
to a scholarship application! There is one point for each field trip attended; one
point for each workshop attended; TWO points for writing an article (or letter) for
The Golden Nugget; TWO points for filling an exhibit case at our December
show; one point for EACH half-hour worked at the show. You see? It is very
easy to amass 25 points or many more. And those 25 points have as much
chance of winning as someone who has 125 points on their sheet. (But you
MUST have at LEAST 25 points to enter.)

In years past, there has been little interest in these scholarships. Some
years, there have been NO applicants at all, though for the life of me | have
never understood why. They represent a substantial monetary value of not less
than the $330 tuition fee, not to mention the opportunity to receive expert
instruction in any skill you might choose from a diverse varied field. | have
personally PAID to go to William Holland on five previous occasions. To date, |
have taken a Faceting class, a Lost Wax Casting Class and three Silver classes,
all “on my own dime.”

| myself had never before entered the scholarship completion, hoping that
| might vouchsafe a scholarship for someone who might not otherwise have an
opportunity to attend (and I've preached on this repeatedly before). But after
some reflection, | determined that leadership is best given by example. So, |
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took the plunge and applied in January, and imagine my surprise to have won a
scholarship. Both Thad Cheatham and | had our names drawn by Elise Toney
from among the other applicants at our last business meeting, winning us both a
scholarship. Linda Griebel’'s name was drawn as an alternate should either of us
be unable to attend. Happily this year, participation was brisk.

In some years, the Montgomery Gem and Mineral Society is lucky enough
to win an additional SFMS scholarship pulled from a drawing of cubs participating
in the Stamp Scholarship Program. When we’ve won in the past, that scholarship
is usually given to MGMS prior to our January meeting and is included as a third
name from our own drawing. However. this year we received no word until
recently. The most desirable classes fill up quickly - so we needed to get this into
the hands of its recipient and to that end, the club officers were polled and the
unanimous decision reached was that we would award this one to David
Sherrod. This was a Stamp Scholarship. The MGMS is among the largest
contributors in the whole SFMS and David is by far our largest contributor and
very deserving.

So please congratulate David, Thad and me, and get your Points Sheets
out, start tallying your points and let's have 100% participation next year.

See you at our next meeting, (get one point for attending the meeting!)

Frank Rowell
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REMEMBER to bring recent acquisitions to the monthl y meeting so other
members can experience a variety of different mater  ials.
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SHOP REMINDER

The shop will be opened only by appointment . Please email or call any of the
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell,
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover. NOTE: the shop will no longer
be open on a regularly scheduled basis.
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Iris McGehee shared the following letter from a mem  ber:
“I'm sorry | haven't been able to attend any meetings lately. I'm working in
Pascagoula, Mississippi at Chevron Oil. | work 50 hours a week and get home
Friday nights about 8:30 p.m. and leave to go back Sunday after 12. | don't know
exactly how long this job will last. Say hello to everyone and hope to see them
soon. Enclosed is check for membership."
Sincerely, Gerald Threadgill

Links to check out

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.htmi

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.html
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page



DEAL OF THE CENTURY from Terry Toney

| came across what must be the most fantastic deal of the century, at least
for gem & mineral people. In the November-December "Mineralogical Record -
2009" on page 434, there is an offer of "Gill's Library of Gems, Minerals &
Geology." This is a huge amount of books on Gems (over 200) and minerals
(over 160) and it is all free in E - book form, mostly in PDF files. Some of these
books go back to 1556 and up to the present. There is only one catch, this is a
very large file (almost 10 GB) and one must set up an appointment (with Marc
Jobin in NYC) to have it transferred to a laptop computer. The information | have
is this is not to be sold and is to remain free. Look for more information on the
website http://www.worldglobetrotters.com or click on link For FREE to ALL

Please pass this on.

Ry Wetumpka Impact Crater Tours Set
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NEW EDITOR OF ANNOUNCED
The long time editor of The Lodestar, newsletter of the Southeast Federation
Mineralogical Societies, Carolyn Daniels has passed the baton to Carl Talbott as
of January 1, 2010. Should you need to contact Mr. Talbott, his email address is

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ARDIS CECIL

Carnelian cab Ardis’ personal wire wrap lesson by Becky Fetzer



Jeff Edwards and Thad Cheatham working at the shop in January 2010

SE SHOWS

(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp)
Feb 27-BARTOW, FL - Stuart Center, Polk County Extension Service Bldg., 1702
US Hwy. 17 S; Sat. 9-5; free - Jim Reed, rocks57 @tampabay.rr.com;
www.bonevalley.net
Feb 27-28--JACKSON, MS; Mississippi State Fair Grounds/Trade Mart Bldg.,
1207 Mississippi St.; adults $5, students $3; Keith Peacock, kpcoc@aol.com;
missgems.org
Mar 13 - Baton Rouge, LA - Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, 10503 N. Oak
Hills Pkwy - adults $5, seniors $4.50, children $4; Claire Coco, ccoco@brec.org;
www.brec.org
Mar 19-21-HICKORY, NC: Hickory Metro Convention Center, 1960 13th Ave. Dr.
SE, 1-40, Exit 125; adults $4, seniors $4, students & children free; Baxter
Leonard gailandbaxter@aol.com
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Southeast Federation Field Trips

March 13, 2010 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM EST, Diamond Hill Mine, Anderson County,
SC
The Diamond Hill Quartz Mine near Antreville, South Carolina
Collecting: Quartz crystals in numerous forms such as amethyst, smokey
quartz, clear crystals, milky quartz, skeletal quartz, and quartz coated with
hematite or manganese. Microminerals such as cacoxenite.
Fee: Adult $15.00, $6.00 children under 16 and for non-digging spouses and
elderly. A filled out release of liability form will be necessary for each person



attending. Avoid delays by going to www.gamineral.org/commercial-
diamondhill.htm and printing off the form found and bring the completed form and
fee with you.

What to bring: Buckets, picks, shovels, rock hammers, sledge hammers,
chisels, scratching tools, sun screen, drinks, and a picnic lunch. No power
equipment is allowed. Contact Bill Wetzel williampkerri@bellsouth.net or
(864)306-6749 or day of dig cell (864)569-5404
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General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest
to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others
enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget
cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2010 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may
be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2"
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the
December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are
announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals
and $20.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving this information.
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The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
theaoldennuaaet@hotmail.com
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