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To view more of this very long article, click on the following link
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=96564952

University of Alabama Science Collections
| visit the University in Tuscaloosa about once a week to help catalogue the
mineral collections. If anyone wants to tour the science collections (biology,
paleontology and mineralogy), let me know and | can make arrangements for a
trip. The staff does not work weekends; so it would have to be during the week.
As well as the collections in store there is also the Natural History Museum that
Linda wrote about in the Golden Nugget (Sept 2008) and the Geological Survey
has a shop next door that Thad talked about a few meetings back. All within a
few hundred yards of each other. 1 also have a handy parking pass! Thereis a
new paleontology curator called Dr Mark Uhen who is an expert in fossil whales
and a number of paleontology assistants and volunteers. | don't know what size
the fossil collections are but there are around 10,000 rocks and minerals from all
over the world. Most specimens are rough research type material but there are a
number of display quality items and a useful systematic collection with a lot of
Alabama material. As yet | have seen few gemstones, though | believe there
may be some stored securely elsewhere. Though it is a little out of date,
http://amnh.ua.edu/collections.html has more information on the collections.
Helen Kerbey
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Thank you so much for your generous gift of books, minerals & fossils. They will
definitely be put to use in my classroom. My Science Club members are very
excited about the upcoming Rock & Mineral Show.

EXCITING TRIP TO HOOPER ACADEMY

Mary Lou McHugh, Becky Fetzer, Jane Barkley and | went to Hooper Academy
on November 20th to presented educational material to Debbi Christensen and
her Science Club. We arrived at 8:00 only to be told the school was in "lock
down" because of a robbery in the vicinity. Even though the students were
overly excited because of the lock down, they were happy to get the books and
fossil and mineral specimens. Iris McGehee
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