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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOORRNNEERR        
                  

When:  July 9, 2009 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
Time:  7:00 P M 
Who:  Kim Cochran 
What:  Deserts 
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 Drinks: Mike Berkman    Snacks: Linda Griebel 
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center. 
List for remainder of the year: 
  Drinks     Snacks 
Aug   John & Sandra Nemias    Nemias 
Sep   Drucilla Hornsby     Linda Lord 
Oct   Thad Cheatham     Jean McDonald 
Nov   Harold Glover     Chela & Cathy Kirkland 

TTTHHHEEE   
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July 2009 
09-07 
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1 Leonard Davenport 
1 Lauren McClellan 
8 Thad Cheatham 
9 Jody Mallonee 

11 Meghan Echols 
16 Mary Holland 
17 Gloria Mann 
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                   Please congratulate me on the purchase of my first cabbing 
machine, a Diamond Pacific Genie!  Our very own Mary Lou McHugh kindly 
agreed to sell me hers; it is in very, very good condition and I am its proud new 
owner. It has done a spectacular job on the few cabs I have cut on it; one oval 
sodalite and a few more (ovals, oblongs and a heart) from an agatized red and 
black jasper slab that I purchased from a vendor at the recent June ’09 Tannehill 
show.  
 

Speaking of that show, although there were fewer vendors there this year 
than last, there was a lot more rough material available than I had personally 
seen before.  I blew my budget, but I did bring home some really great rough, 
both facet rough and slabs, in a wide price range.  But all was not well with the 
show.  Sadly, one reason for the reduction in Tannehill vendors was that one of 
their usual members, whose name I never knew, had died on the premises in his 
travel trailer at the close of last years show!  Another sad discovery this year was 
that there was no annual rock show at Wind Creek and there are definitely to be 
no more. 

 
Yet another sad loss to our community (particularly faceters) was the 

unexpected death of Jeff Graham of Tucson Arizona who died suddenly on June 
the 22nd.  Jeff was the proprietor of the Gram Faceting website 
(www.faceters.com, an excellent source of facet rough and faceting knowledge), 
the author of many books on faceting and the creator of many, many excellent 
faceting designs.  His accomplishments and contributions are so widespread that 
there cannot be a faceter in the US or even the world who does not owe Jeff 
some debt of gratitude.  His absence is already being sorely missed and will 
certainly grow more acute in the future. 

 
Closer to home and no less sad is the recent loss of our own Dr. Helen 

Kerbey, though thankfully not to death.  Helen and her husband Mark have 
returned to their home in Cardiff, Wales where Helen hopes to begin work in the 
geology department of the university there.  Although she will be absent from our 
ranks, Helen points out that for the remainder of the year she will still be a 
member, will still receive and hopefully contribute to The Golden Nugget and will 
continue to be with us in spirit (and on the internet).  Good luck, Helen!   We miss 
you already. 

 
These are all terrible blows to what I perceive as our already beleaguered 

hobby.  Rock and mineral shows and clubs nationwide are becoming smaller and 
fewer and their members growing older.  If we are to continue as viable club and 
hobby, on a local level we must redouble our efforts to get others involved and to 



 


�
�

become more involved personally.  It’s hard to believe that it is July already and 
the half year mark has come and gone and our December show looms ever 
closer.  So much work remains unaccomplished.  

 
Our Partnership in Education program and our yearly show are certainly 

worthwhile endeavors and do present us to the public, but I wonder what else we 
might do to encourage people, especially young people, to become interested in 
gems, minerals, rocks and the earth sciences?  What are your thoughts?  Please 
bring them to our July 9th meeting.  

 
Some bright news is that a number of Alabama caves were features in the 

June 09 issue of National Geographic magazine in an article entitled Deep 
Southern Caves. There was a particularly good photograph of Stephen’s Gap 
located in northeast Alabama. It is a very interesting article.   I’m sure you will 
enjoy. 

 
In closing, the air conditioners at our workshop are beginning to be less 

cool than they used to be.  Does anyone know how to check them out for the 
obvious things like Freon level?  Do you know someone who does?  Please bring 
that happy news to the meeting as well. 

See you there, 
Frank Rowell 
 
  
 

 Wheel of Fortune  
  
Need rock material suitable for the bags we are making up for the 

December show.  Plans are to get 1000 ready long before December.  Bring 
items to an upcoming meeting or to a shop day.   

 
(Suggestions: crystals, polished rocks, etc. - things that get children 

enthused about rock collecting.)  This can be an excellent fund raiser for future 
club projects.   Thanks.  ���������
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And thanks to Jeff Edwards for scheduling the June 28th field trip to Mel’s 
wonderful place in Macon County.  There was a large turnout in spite of the 
scorching temperatures - 15 members and a guest.  Becky Fetzer stayed inside 
in the comfortable air conditioned cabin, quickly joined by Jim Gundlach who is 
still recuperating. 
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  After a short ride on the trailer through the woods, several newer members and 
a guest quickly acquired the “rock hound bug” looking for elusive pieces of 
petrified wood and other items that said “take me home.”    
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Walking in the water (as well as dipping in) helped cool us off as we maneuvered 
back and forth across the stream.  After several hours of searching along the 
creek, we were really hungry for the delicious hot dogs Terry Fetzer grilled.   
 

  
 

Everyone brought food for the repast: potato salad, baked beans, slaw, brownies, 
and home made peanut butter cookies.  We even sang happy birthday to Gerald 
Threadgill who brought a delicious rum cake for the occasion.  It was nice to be 
able to converse since I seem to stay busy at the meetings.  Before we departed, 
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Jeff and Thad put everyone’s name in a bowl and gave away their petrified wood 
finds of the day - including a very large specimen.   
 

 
 
Be sure to bring your rockin’ finds (petrified wood ) to the July meeting for 
show & tell.    ���������	
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Even though I was not physically up to doing the things it would take to get what 
most people got out of the outing rock hunting wise, I really did enjoy the trip and 
the company.       ��������	
���
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Dr. Babulski explained how he got hooked on micro-mounts, especially the space 
saving factor.  You can really acquire lots of minerals and keep them in limited 
space confinements.  (Not like most of us who eventually make decorative rock 
piles in the yard when we run out of room in the garage, etc.)  Particularly 
illuminating was the fact that the price for many micro specimens is affordable.  
Many are so tiny that you need a microscope for viewing, but they were 
spectacular.  He also brought one of his water color paintings for us to see.  He 
had two good textbooks that you might want in your library: Dana’s Textbook of 
Mineralogy  and Glossary of Mineral Species .  Everyone selected take-homes 
from the box of extras that he shared at the break.  Wonder how many members 
will move into the micro-mount direction?  If you missed the June meeting, check 
out his web site: ��������	�����!�	�	
�������� �
� � � � � � � � � *�����.������  
/////////////////////////////////////////////////// /////////////////////�

 
 

SHOP REMINDER 
 

To ensure that someone will be at the shop on the first or third Saturday of each 
month, please email or call any of the following individuals ahead of time if you 
plan to go to the shop: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold 
Glover. 
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Links to check out 

 
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html 
 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml  
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index  
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA  
GIA 
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
0time/index.htm 
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Sad News: A long time member of the club, Ruby Ellington, died in June 2009.  

She will be missed… 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society 
June 11, 2009 Minutes 

 
     The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell.  Visitors were 
welcomed. 
 
      Thad Cheatham introduced the guest speaker, 
 
       Dr. Dave Babulski spoke on micro mounts, and explained that they took a 
small amount of space compared to other mineral collections.  However, 
magnification is required.  He went over the tools and methods he uses in 
assembling the specimens and an easy way to locate stored items. 
 
      Refreshments were furnished by Elise and Terry Toney. 
 
     Minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget. 
 
     The Treasurer's Report was read by Iris McGehee and filed with the 
secretary. 
 
     The field trip has been set for June 28, at Mel's Place.  Those planning to 
participate should notify Linda Griebel. 
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     It is with regret that we learned Helen Kerbey is returning home to England.  
She was an asset to the club during the limited time she was here.  We wish her 
and her husband well. 
 
    Minnie Jerido reported on the wire wrapping class and Chela Kirkland 
displayed her jewelry. 
 
    The workshop will be closed on the 20th, but will be open on the 13th, Helen 
Kerbey's last day. 
 
    There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary 
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Southeast Federation Field Trips 
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�������������:6:��6:8"D54B����� Tim Barton at 828 885-8248 or 
www.thermalcitygoldmine.com/�
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General Information   
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with 
news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most important, the Golden 
Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help 
others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this 
latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are specifically 
copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please give credit to The 
Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show 
replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  Field trips, 
workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are announced at monthly meetings.  
Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to 
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  
  
  
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801  
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem & 
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL 

Linda R. Griebel, Editor 
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


