THE
GOLDEN
PROGRAM CORNER
When: July 8, 2010
Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 36107-2643
Time: 7.00P M
What: Unknown at this time
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Snacks: Linda Griebel & Mike Berkman Drinks: Frank Rowell

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at

the community center.
List for remainder of the year:

Aug Linda Lord Drucilla Hornsby
Sep Betty Stevens Harold Glover

Oct Ardis Cecll Lynn Stauch

Nov VACANT VACANT

1 Leonard Davenport 19 Linda Lord
1 Lauren McClellan 27 Nanette Torre
8 Thad Cheatham 29 John Martin

16 Mary Holland




83.5 MILLION YEARS AGO...

Our June 10th speaker Jim Markin from Auburn University described the Wetumpka
Impact Crater in depth while showing visual examples in a power point format. Seems
the meteor crashed with the power of 2.6 billion tons of TNT - 175,000 times the energy
of the bomb at Hiroshima! The resulting damage would have been a magnitude 9
earthquake with 160 mph winds, creating waves up to 128 feet high... Around the
remaining rim you can find a lot of schist and gneiss. After Wetumpka Crater was finally
recognized as such, Dr. David King (who was unable to present at our meeting) and Jim
Markin continue to do research and record data on the crater.
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Markin said it is one of the most shallow and best preserved impact craters that have

been identified.

REPORT FROM THE FIELD TRIP

What a great field trip we had on Saturday. Attending were so many from
our club and a great number from the East Alabama Club, which meets in
Opelika. The fellowship was great, and we all had a common bond: a love for
rocks and minerals.

Terry Fetzer did an excellent job grilling hot dogs, and he had them ready
when the hungry rock hounds returned. I've never seen hot dogs disappear so
quickly. Door prizes were given, and a friend from Opelika showed me what a
beautiful specimen that she won.



Those of you who missed it, missed a wonderful time.

Iris McGehee
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Members gather round as Mel Barkley discusses the plan for the day’s activities



Ready to go...

Adventure - riding on the trailer through the woods... (group photos courtesy of A. Cecil)



return trip

Lake at Barkley’s place (photo by A. Cecil)



petrified wood found in Macon County
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SHOP REMINDER
The shop will be opened only by appointment . Please email or call any of the following
individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris
McGehee, or Harold Glover. NOTE: the shop will no longer be open on a regularl vy
scheduled basis.
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Show your recent acquisitions at the monthly meeting so other members can
experience a variety of different materials.

Links to check out
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index



http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA

GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
Otime/index.htm

Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page

SE SHOWS
(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp)
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Southeast Federation Field Trips
July 17, 2010 = Diamond Hill Quartz Mine (near Antreville, SC) 7:00 am - 5:00 pm ET.
COLLECTING: Quartz crystals in numerous forms such as amethyst, smokey quartz, clear
crystals, milky quartz, skeletal quartz, and quartz coated with hematite or manganese. Also some
microminerals such as cacoxenite are found there. In recent years new veins of amethyst and
smokey quartz were uncovered by machines.

FEE: Adult $15.00, $6.00 for children under 16 and for non-digging spouses and elderly. A filled
out release of liability form will be necessary for each person attending

DIRECTIONS: Take I-85 to exit 21 (US 178/ Anderson, SC). South on 178 for one mile and right
onto SC 28. Stay on SR 28 all the way to Antreville. Itis 21 miles from Exit 21 to Antreville.

Drive past Crawford's store on the left and turn right on SR 284 just before Emmanuel Baptist
Church. Drive 2.3 miles and turn right on Suber road (S-01-508). Go 7/10 of a mile and turn right
on Diamond Mine Road (gravel road). 1/2 mile to the mine entrance on the right.

WHAT TO BRING: Buckets, picks, shovels, rock hammers, sledge hammers, chisels, scratching
tools, sun screen, drinks, and a picnic lunch. No power equipment is allowed.

Contact : + J,( JLBCN"@ ! @ O '
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General Information
The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with news about
club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each
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of us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby. Unless members are
willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2010 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their
authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget and the appropriate
author.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2M Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the December
meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend. Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at
various locations. These are announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00
for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to those who have
expressed a prior interest in receiving this information.

Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &

The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801
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