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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOORRNNEERR                        
��

When:  July 14, 2011 
Where:  1751 Congressman William L. Dickinson Drive, Montgomery, AL 36109 
Time:  7:00 P M 
Who:  Kim Cochran 
What:  GOLD MOVEMENT FROM GEORGIA TO ALABAMA  

 
 

Mark August 11 on your calendar to hear Anita Westl ake speak 
on Geo-Hazards 
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REFRESHMENTS 

 Drinks: Drucilla Hornsby  Snacks:   Connie & Trey Randall & Jeremy Towns 
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at the community 
center.  It is your responsibility to find another member to  substitute in the event you are 
unable to fulfill a month for which you signed up.  
List for remainder of the year: 
   drinks    snacks  
  Aug the Sherrods   the Sherrods 
  Sep Debbie Herbert   Ardis Cecil 
  Oct David Bohon  
  Nov Stan Stevens 
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1 Leonard Davenport 
8 Thad Cheatham 
19 Linda Lord 

24 Ray Goodall 
29 John Martin
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FIELD TRIPPIN’     
Industrious field trip coordinator Jeff Edwards had planned another adventure for 
rockhounds to enjoy. 
DATE:   July 23, 2011 
TIME:   11:00 am 
LOCATION:  Point A Dam, Conecuh River  
� � � �3���	���������������		��'��	�'�'#�������������� ������4$�������
COLLECTING: Sharks teeth and other petrified ocean items 
TOOLS:  Shovel, sifter (plastic colander works fine), bucket / small  
   container, gloves (if  desired), food and drinks (not near  
   restaurants), sunscreen, chair, towel, container for small  
   treasures, etc. 
Additional info: Carpool if possible - parking is somewhat limited.  Plan to  
   get wet up to knees, but that helps cool you while digging. 
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Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes June 9, 20 11 

    The meeting was called to order by President Lynn Stauch.  Visitors were welcomed. 
    Minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget. 
    The Treasurer's report was read by Iris McGehee, which was approved and filed with 
the secretary. 
    Thad Cheatham presented a program on agates that the he and Jeff Edwards 
collected on a trip to northwest Alabama at the end of the Appalachian chain.   They had 
enough agates that would satisfy anyone's curiosity.  Thad told of the beautiful scenery 
with lots of hills and valleys.  He also mentioned that the area was extremely rugged. 
    Refreshments were furnished by Linda Boyd and Frank Rowell. 
    There was a reminder about the field trip to Mel's Place and reservations are a must.  
Twenty-three from the Opelika club have made reservations. 
    There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
     Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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THAD CHEATHAM RELATED INTERESTING DATA ABOUT PAINT 
ROCK AGATE AT JUNE 9TH MEETING 

     
 

   
 There are many lapidary uses for agate, but it is hard to find since there 
are limited locations near us.  When cut, the porous rocks hold oil, but Thad said 
that citrus degreaser (which is bio-degradable) works if soaked in ½ solution to ½ 
water; it may be necessary to do 3 to 4 times to get all of it out.  He pointed out 
that the outside appearance is not always a good indicator of what’s inside (don’t 
know until you cut it).  You can even put small pieces into a tumbler or use better 
sizes to make cabs.  The face can also be polished to reveal some remarkable 
colors and streaks (as witnessed by the many samples that both Thad and Jeff 
brought to the meeting).   
 At the location where they found the agate can also be found horn coral, 
chert, and chalcedony, but you have to be careful when creek walking.  The 
streams were very rocky and sometime slippery.  You end up carrying out a lot of 
material since you can’t tell what you have until you get home and work it.  The 
Cumberland Plateau is very rocky geologically and contains very thick layers of 
rock. 
 Incidentally, agate cannot be synthesized.  They don’t know how it is 
formed.  There is also so much variance between forms.  Something either 
entered in or out that caused the various colors.   
��������������������������������������������������� � �
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�  Show your recent acquisitions at the monthly meeting so other members can experience 

a variety of different materials. 
�  The shop will be opened only by appointment .  Please email or call any of the following 

individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris 
McGehee, or Harold Glover.  NOTE: the shop will no longer be open on a regularl y 
scheduled basis. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Links to check out 
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland  ����	������
�����	����  
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index  
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA  
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GIA 
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
0time/index.htm 
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
SE SHOWS 

(for other areas, click on http://rockngem.com/showdates/) 
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Southeast Federation Field Trips      

9:00 AM, Saturday, August 13, 2011 Thermal City Gol d Mine – Union Mills, NC 
panning for gold for genuine placer mining site in Rutherford County,NC.  Panning material is 
brought from the river by backhoe for you to pan. The gravel is not “enhanced or enriched”. The 
gold found in the natural state; right where nature deposited it. Gold found as flakes and maybe 
small nuggets. Ample shade, parking and instruction in panning are always available when 
needed. The fee is $5.00 to pan all day. The fee is $50.00 for a front-end load. 
Shovels and pans are furnished or you can bring your own. Other equipment is available for rent 
or purchase For additional information on the site, including details about a “front-end Road” or 
overnight stay contact the mine at 82-286-3016 or visit the website at 
http:www.thermalocitygoldmine.com”. 
DIRECTIONS FROM ASHVILLE, NC: From Ashville take I-40 east to exit # 85 
Marion/Rutherford); proceed south on US-221 for 8.5 miles to the Rutherford County line; the 
entrance to the mine is on the left (look for signs along the way). The mine address is: 5240 US-
221 N Hwy, Union Mills, NC 28167.  
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General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals 
along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most 
important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects 
and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to 
contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose. 
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    Copyright 2011 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are 
specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please 
give credit to The Golden Nugget and the appropriate author. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1751 Congressman William L. Dickinson Drive 
(U.S. 231), Montgomery, AL 36109, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show replaces the 
December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  Field trips, 
workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are announced at monthly 
meetings.  Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families residing in the 
same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or 
payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
 
 

 
 

    
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801  
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem & 
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL 

Linda R. Griebel, Editor 
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


