July 2008
Number 08-07

PROGRAM CORNER

When: July 10, 2008
Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL
What: 52& %1*2 DG52& 6. $3



REFRESHMENTS
Drinks: Harold Glover Snacks: Linda Griebel & Mike Berkman
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at

the community center.
Refreshments for remainder of 2008:

Drinks Snacks Drinks Snacks
Aug L. Boyd the Kirklands Sep D. Sherrod M. Sherrod
Oct the Andersons J. Tatum Nov J. Gaines the Kirklands

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAY!

1% Leonard Davenport
8" Thad Cheatham
9™ Jody Mallonee
16" Mary Holland

17" Gloria Mann
19" Linda Lord
26thCathy Kirkland
29thJohn Martin
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Many thanks to Barbara Grant for giving us a very interesting and
entertaining presentation on Precious Metal Clays (PMC). Like me, most of us
had little knowledge or appreciation of this fascinating material, but Barbara gave
us an eye opener we all very much enjoyed. The pure silver wires extruded from
a syringe were mind-blowing, but | was especially impressed with the PMC paper
(yes PAPER!) and the pure silver origami charms she had made. Barbarais a
very talented artist and brought a large, splendid collection of her creations all of
which she passed around for “touchy-feely” (as she puts it). I'm very sorry for
anyone who missed her presentation.

This month our July program will be Rockhound Bingo where everyone
brings a door prize or two (if you don’t have one, come anyway) and we all play
bingo for the goodies. It's a great way to swap your excess treasures for new



ones. You might also bring anything you’d like to swap outright. There’s no
telling what you may see there.

Our last bingo was over two years ago (my first) and | certainly enjoyed it.
Although | had originally arranged my calendar to attend this bingo session, the
fates have conspired to defeat me and | will not be able to attend. However, | will
still send my treasures along for you to win - there will be several pieces of facet
rough, some crystal specimens, some slabs, a few cut stones and the like. So
come and play and have a good time. You won't be disappointed! But be
prepared to show and tell me all about what you’ve won when | see you in
August.

Until then, ) LDON
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Geode

(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

Geodes (Greek geoides, "earthlike") are geological rock formations which occur
in sedimentary and certain volcanic rocks. Geodes are essentially rock cavities or
vugs with internal crystal formations or concentric banding. The exterior of the
most common geodes is generally limestone or a related rock, while the interior
contains quartz crystals and/or chalcedony deposits. Other geodes are
completely filled with crystal, being solid all the way through. These types of
geodes are called nodules.



Geodes can form in any cavity, but the term is usually reserved for more or less
rounded formations in igneous and sedimentary rocks, while the more general
term "vug" is applied to cavities in fissures and veins. They can form in gas
bubbles in igneous rocks, such as vesicles in basaltic lavas, or as in the
American Midwest, rounded cavities in sedimentary formations. After rock
surrounding the cavity hardens, dissolved silicates and/or carbonates are
deposited on the inside surface. Over time, this slow feed of mineral constituents
from groundwater or hydrothermal solutions allows crystals to form inside the
hollow chamber. Bedrock containing geodes eventually weathers and
decomposes, leaving them present at the surface if they are composed of
resistant material such as quartz.

The size of the crystals, including their form and shade of color, vary—making
each geode unique. Some contain clear, pure quartz crystals, and others have
rich purple amethyst crystals. Still others can have agate, chalcedony, or jasper
or minerals such as calcite, dolomite, celestite, etc. There is no easy way of
telling what the inside of a geode holds until it is cut open or broken apart,
however, geodes from any one locality usually have a more restricted variety of
interior mineralization.

Geodes are common in some formations in the United States (mainly in Indiana,
lowa, Missouri, Kentucky and Utah). They also are common in Brazil, Namibia
and Mexico. A large geode roughly the size of a minivan was discovered in Put-
in-Bay, Ohio in the early 20th century. It is known as Crystal Cave, and tours are
possible during the summer. In 1967, lowa designated the geode as the official
state rock, and it has a Geode State Park.

Geodes and geode slices are sometimes dyed with artificial colors. Samples of
geodes with unusual colors or highly unlikely formations have usually been
synthetically altered.
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Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes
June 12, 2008

The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell. He
introduced the guest speaker, Barbara Grant, who is a polimar clay artist (PMC
precious metal clay). She explained the process involved and exhibited
numerous examples of her work. We learned it is an expensive hobby. For
those who would like to contact her regarding this process, her E-mail is
barbaragrant@knology net.

Refreshments were furnished by Frank Rowell and Steven and James
Easterling. The minutes of the May meeting were approved as published in the
Golden Nugget. The treasurer's report was read by Iris McGehee. The report
was approved and filed with the secretary. The president thanked Mel and Jane
Barkley for hosting the the field trip at their property in Macon County May 24.
Herb Whittington extended an invitation to attend a field trip in the Clio area
August 9. Iris reported that Charles Deason has had a hip replacement, She
also reported that she had sent cards to the following: Harold and Clara Glover
for the death of Harold's mother, Charles and Ada Cummins for the death of



Ada's brother, and former member Stanley Stevens for the sudden death of his
granddaughter.

Sonny Hall will be knapping at the Coliseum Boulevard Library July 10 at
10 am. The July program will be rock bingo and rock swap. Bring prizes and
cherished rocks to swap. Cathy Kirkland has volunteered to laminate name tags.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary

SE SHOWS (for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp)

July 23-27--"Whistle Stop Gemfest"; South East Gemshows; Whistle Stop
Antique Mall, 1281 Georgia Rd. (Hwy. 441 N); Wed. 9-7, Thu. 9-7, Fri. 9-7, Sat.
9-7, Sun. 9-6; free admission; faceting and cabbing rough, opal, meteorites,
minerals, fossils, gemstones, handcrafted jewelry, equipment, supplies, tools,
silversmith and goldsmith doing custom jewelry and repair; contact Mark or
Patricia Smith, P.O. Box 298, Montmorenci, SC 29839, (706) 490-4515; e-mail:
gemshows@bellsouth.net

JULY 31-AUGUST3 2008: North Carolina Mineral and Gem Festival”, Pinebridge
Coliseum, 97 Pinebridge Ave.; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12:30-5;
adults $3, seniors $1, children under 5 free; retail and wholesale vendors,
exhibits, mine tours; Patti Jensen, P.O. Box 858, Spruce Pine, NC 28777, (828)
765-9033; e-mail: pjensen@mitchell-county.com; Web site: www.mitchell-
county.com

July 24-27--FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA: 43rd annual show, "Macon County
Gemboree"; Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin; Macon County Community Bldg.,
U.S. 441 South; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $2, children
under 12 free; minerals, beads, handcrafted jewelry, rough and cut stones,
lapidary equipment, demonstrations, door prizes, gold and silver jewelry,
findings, jewelry repairs and mounting; contact Linda Harbuck, 425 Porter St.,
Franklin, NC 28734, (800) 336-7829; e-mail: lindah@franklin-chamber.com; Web
site: www.franklin-chamber.com--ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA: Show,
"Asheville Gem Fest"; Colburn Earth Science Museum; Pack Place Education,
Arts & Science Center, 2 S. Pack Square; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free
admission; kids' activities, free museum admission; contact Felicity Green,
Colburn Earth Science Museum, 2 S. Pack Square at Pack Place, Asheville, NC
28801, (828) 254-7162; e-mail: museum.colburn@gmail.com; Web site:
www.colburnmuseum.org

July 11-13--MARIETTA (ATLANTA), GEORGIA: Show; Frank Cox Productions;
Cobb County Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy.; Fri. 1-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;
(941) 954-0202; frankcox@comcast.net; www.frankcoxproductions.com



July 18-20--BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA "High Country Gem, Mineral &
Jewelry Show"; Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; National Guard
Armory, 274 Hunting Hills Ln., near the hospital, behind the fire station; Fri. 10-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $3 (good all 3 days), children under 16 free; jewelry
makers, goldsmiths and silversmiths from all over the U.S., gem trees, wire wrap,
wire sculpture, pearls, stone beads, stone setting, amber.
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Southeast Federation Field Trips

August 16, 2008 9:00 a.m. until dark Crabtree Emerald Mine Grassy Creek
Township, N.C. Collecting: Emeralds in matrix, emerald crystals, black
tourmaline (schorl), garnet, golden beryl, green beryl, fluorite (rare). Cost:
$30.00 per person, children 12 and under are free. Facilities: porta potties on
site. Bring food and plenty of water to drink. Tools: Sledge hammers (small and
large), 1/4" sifting screen, buckets, shovel. Rick Jacquot: rick@wncrocks.com
828-683-1048 J

uly 19, 2008 8:30 a.m. EST Diamond Hill Mine, Antreville, Abbeville County,
S.C. Skeletal, amethyst and smoky quartz crystals as well as quartz scepters
and an assortment of pegmatite minerals. Adults = $15/day Children under 16
year of age = $5/day. Tools: Pick and shovel, rock hammer, chisels, and
scratching tools. Bring a lunch, plenty of fluids, hat, sunscreen, gloves, and
sturdy shoes. Bring rubber boots and a change of cloths if it is going to be a
rainy or wet day. Tim Barton, (828)885-8248 or Hal Mahan (SAMS President)
(828)285-9470

Links to check out
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://lwww.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association  http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
GIA http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfm

Club Officers for 2008
President: Frank Rowell 277-7023
1V P:  Julie Tatum  244-9462
2"V P:  David Sherrod 285-5537

Secretary: Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817
Treasurer: Iris McGehee  262-7275
Directors: Jim Gaines 285-1988

Mel Barkley 277-2722



General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest
to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others
enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget
cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2008 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may
be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2™
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the
December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are
announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $12.00 for individuals
and $18.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in

receiving this information.
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Official Voice of the Montgomery
Gem & Mineral Society,
Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801



