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Micro-minerals & Micro-mounts
Dr. Dave Babulski
www.crystalpocketstudios.com (for bio on Dr. Babulski, click this link)
Micro-minerals are all around us. Did you know that some of your
hand specimens contain micro-minerals? Come learn about
micro-minerals and mineral micro-mounts, the flowers of the
mineral kingdom. As a special treat, you will learn about creating
watercolor paintings of these fantastic micro-mineral worlds.

Drinks: Elise & Terry Toney Snacks: Minnie Jerido

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at
the community center. List for remainder of the year:

Jul

Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov

Mike Berkman Linda Griebel
John & Sandra Nemias Nemias
Drucilla Hornsby Linda Lord
Thad Cheatham Jean McDonald

Harold Glover Chela & Cathy Kirkland
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2 Heather Tatum 28 Frank Rowell
4 Becky Fetzer 28 Gerald Threadygill

14 Chela Kirkland
24 Terry Fetzer

FIELD TRIPPIN”

Yes, Folks, we have a June field trip scheduled by  Jeff Edwards.
Great for the whole family and /or you can bring a guest.

DATE: Sunday, June 28, 2009

TIME: 1:30 - until...

LOCATION: Mel Barkley's Property, Macon County. If you have never visited,
there are acres of woods, running streams, stocked ponds, a hunting lodge, and
rocks (of course). Mel is a wonderful host and guide to finding petrified wood
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and other treasures. Lots to do or you can just enjoy nature. Some
members have even stayed cool inside the lodge and socialized.
DIRECTIONS: Take 1-85 north from Montgomery. Turn on Exit 42 / Wire

Road. At the top of the ramp, turn right and then take an immediate right onto
County Road 53. (You should see a John Deere Dealership about ¥ mile
ahead.) Go about a mile where you should see a guardrail. At the end of the
guardrail, turn right onto a dirt road. Pass 2 houses on the left. Although the
road turns left, keep going straight through a gate and proceed to a hunting lodge
which will be on the left. You can’t miss it since there is no other building.

WHAT TO BRING: Rock hunting gear, a change of clothes if you plan to go in
the creek, water shoes, towels, 4-wheeler if you have one, fishing rod/reel if you
want to fish, sunscreen & insect repellant.

FOOD: Members need to confirm attendance . Send your name
and the number of people coming to thegoldennugget@hotmail.com by June
24th or call me by June 24th so we can have an adequate supply of hot dogs &
buns which will be furnished by the club. Also, tell me what side dish you will
bring: chips, drinks, cookies, slaw, or other item. (Linda Griebel)




Hello Rockhounds,

Our very interesting May speaker, Anita Westlake was a real treat
as always. We've been lucky enough to have Anita come and speak to us three
times now; this time on the subject of Amber and she certainly delivered again.
She brought many, many excellent examples of amber from her fine collection;
all of which were available as “hands on,” and some really great illustrations.
“Too bad” to all who missed it. Please join me in expressing a heartfelt thank you
to Anita for driving all the way from Atlanta to share her knowledge and treasures
with us again. And again I'd like to extend kudos to our very excellent 1st Vice
President and Program Chairperson Thad Cheatham for providing this invaluable
service.

I've spent a good deal of time in our workshop of late; Jeff “The Stone
Hunter” Edwards has been cutting some of his very handsome Alabama opalized
wood. He’s not only been polishing his finds, but polishing his cabbing skills as
well and getting pretty good at it. Hopefully he will have some examples to share
with us soon.

There had been some complaint of the condition of the smallest oil cooled
saw in the shop: apparently it had been run while its coolant oil was low and the
blade had been over worn. Although | hadn’t “done the deed,” | had to confess |
had no idea how to top up the coolant; so | was instructed to “just poor it in from
the top.” Well ... that's what | did last weekend. But upon running the saw, there
was a great fountain of oil that spewed out like a geyser and that soaked me and
the floor for quite a distance! (Now I'm thinking it may have a bit too much
coolant.) But not to worry, the absorbent “kitty litter” has been spread
appropriately and, although the reservoir is still too full, I'll soon have a pipe
wrench on hand to drain it. In the meantime, “BEWARE THE SMALL OIL-
COOLED SAW!”

See you soon,
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Baltic Ambes . 'c Coast, Russia)
Age: Eocene (45 million years old)
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i fh WIRE WRAPPING CLASS

Six individuals braved the rain to attend the wire wrapping class taught by Minnie
Jerido on Saturday, May 23. Two, Harold and Clara Glover, were there to make
certain Minnie taught the method correctly. In addition to those -earlier
mentioned, others in attendance were: Becky Fetzer, Chela Kirkland, Linda
Lord, and Iris McGehee. All were pleasantly surprised by having Peggy
Raines (a former member and one who will probably be rejoining) drop by the
class. We all had a great time working and laughing (particularly at
my pendant) while we worked. If you haven't attended one of these
classes, make plans to attend. The fellowship is great!
Not a Wire Wrapper, Iris McGehee
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Texas Trip by Helen Kerbey
| took a trip in May to Texas to coincide with a mineral show and to visit a
few museums in Texas. The Houston Fine Mineral Show really was fine
minerals and | could not believe the size, quality, and prices on these incredible
pieces. Nearly everything had ,000 on the end of it's price tag and | saw some at
nearly a million dollars. So goodness knows, what else was behind closed
doors. (I was too scared to go near most of the displays and did not buy
anything). | then went out to the Houston Museum of Natural Science which isn't
known for its mineralogy collections, but does have one large donation on display
in a vault type of setting. Once again these specimens were stunning, the
biggest fluorite cube I've ever seen at 5-6 inches diameter and some lovely red
rhodochrosite were my favorites (see photos).

There are some gems there, but they are in a dark corridor and difficult to see.
My next visit was to the University of Texas in Austin to the Texas Memorial
Museum (free admission) where they have a great little outdoor education room
with seats copied on mosasaur vertebrae. They also have the largest pterosaur



ever found and this fabulous slab of fossil starfish amongst many other
impressive displays. Lots to see.

Hooked
by Aletha Hoggterp From: Rock Dust 2/04 (Sixth Place AFMS Adult Poetry)
Rocks littered the ground

on which | stood.

Most were jasper
others Petrified Wood.
The agatized remains

of ancient trees
long ago buried

by ancient seas.

There were thousands of them
everywhere | looked.
Now I'm a Rock Hound
and I'm proud to say,

"I'd take a rock over a flower
any day!"

Geode
By Tracy Motter From; LOES Bulletin 7/04 (Honorable Mention AFMS Adult
Poetry)
Be it big or be it small,
A geode's bounty’s' worth it all,
One never knows what surprise it may hold,
And how they're formed the earth has never told,
From quartz to calcite, gypsum to pyrite,
Each specimen offers a different delight!



Elusive Gold
By Betty Oberheim From: Rock Buster News 9/04 (Eight Place AFMS Adult
Poetry)
Dedicated to My Husband - (With Apologies to Joyce Kilmer)
| think that | shall never see
A rock that can to compare to thee
The sunlight gleams from off your face
A nugget, flake, or just a trace
| seek you in the stream and sand
To find you tortures back and hand.
Your appearance changed all history
Creating such a mystery
When and where you can be found,
| search and move more rocks and ground
Working just to find and hold
A bit of bright, elusive gold.
Poems are writ by dopes like me
Who search for gold so fruitlessly!

Poems via the Rockhound Roundup, May 2006 (contributed by Terry Fetzer)
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The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell, who then
acknowledged and welcomed visitors. Thad Cheatham introduced our speaker,
Anita Westlake. Anita entertained us with tales of identifying fake amber, many
learned the hard way. She stated that amber, a fossilized resin, is found in 14
states including Alabama. She also offered suggestions for handling and storing
amber.

Refreshments were furnished by Harry Corbin and Linda Boyd.

Minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget. The
Treasurer's Report was read by Iris McGehee and filed with the secretary. It
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was announced that no field trip is scheduled for May. The shop will be closed
June 6, due to the gem show in Tannehill.

It was reported that Mary Holland lost most her belongings including a
refrigerator that fell over during the flooding from torrential rain recently. Jim
Gundlach was present and said carbon monoxide poisoning was in error. He
actually had viral encephalitis. We are glad to have him back.

Minnie Jerido announced wire-wrapping class will meet May 23 at Lowder
Library from 9 -1.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary

SHOP REMINDER
To ensure that someone will be at the shop on the first or third Saturday of each
month, please email or call any of the following individuals ahead of time if you
plan to go to the shop: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold
Glover. Note: the shop will NOT be open on June 6th!

Links to check out

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.htmi

http://mww.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page
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Southeast Federation Field Trips
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FEE: Adults - $17.00 each day. Children under 18 free. Sign-in is from 9:00 to
10:00 at Smiths Corner Store, 1231 Bartley Road, LaGrange, GA 30233 each
morning to sign release, pay fee and get the ticket which is necessary to get
through the gate. (DO NOT GO DIRECTLY TO MINE - MUST HAVE TICKET).

President: Frank Rowell 277-7023 1°'V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254
2" v P/Field Trips: Jeff Edwards 312-0572 Secretary: Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817
Treasurer: Iris McGehee 262-7275 Directors: Jim Gaines 285-1988

Mel Barkley 277-2722

Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings.

General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest
to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others
enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget
cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may
be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2™
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the
December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are



announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals
and $20.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving this information.

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801



