
 
 

PROGRAM CORNER 
When:  June 12, 2008 
Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
What:  %DUEDUD�* UDQW 
Who:  � 1.; / ' 4+<' &�� ' 6#.�� .#;  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Refreshments 
Drinks:   Frank Rowell  Snacks:      Steven & James Easterling
 Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is 
available at the community center. 

Refreshments for remainder of 2008: 
 Drinks  Snacks    Drinks  Snacks 
July H. Glover Griebel/Berkman Sep D. Sherrod M. Sherrod  
Aug L. Boyd  the Kirklands  Oct the Andersons J. Tatum 
Nov J. Gaines the Kirklands 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY              
2 Heather Tatum 
4 Becky Fetzer 

14 Chela Kirkland 

24 Terry Fetzer 
28 Frank Rowell 
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FEEDBACK FROM MAY 24, 2008 FIELD TRIP 
Mark and I arrived in the field just in time for a wonderful lunch after being held 
up in Montgomery that morning.  Luckily people were going back down to the 
river that afternoon; so we hitched a ride in the back of a truck and were taken 
down the long winding road to the river.  Mel said that there hadn't been much 
sediment moved by storms for a while; so there might not be too much to find, 
but we spent a good couple of hours wading up and down the river picking up 
colored quartz and looking at the wildlife.  Neither of us found any wood, but we 
did find a handful of tiny rutile crystals in white quartz and some extremely small 
bits of mica.  Overall, it was just nice to be out in the countryside on a lovely day 
and we would like to thank all the organizers for arranging it.   

Helen & Mark Kerbey 
 
 

      
 
 On Saturday, May 24th, Becky, Jane and I had a great time being mineral hunters.    We 
were not actually out in the open hot field, but in the cool atmosphere of the camp house 
at Mel's place in Macon County.  You see we were playing the game Mineral Hunter 
while the others were out looking for petrified wood and whatever else they could find.  
Mineral Hunter is a game I ordered several years ago, and we decided that we would 
occupy our time playing it.  We didn't actually make up the rules as we went along; we 
just adapted them to our feeble minds.  It was lots of fun especially since I won the 
game.  We got through just in time to start the fire for the hot-dogs and to get everything 
ready for the others to eat.    Even though Mel said that it would probably be 2:00 before 
they came back, he called and said they were on their way in and hoped the hot-dogs and 
everything was ready for some hungry folks.   When the group got back, they ate 
and some were ready to go back looking for whatever they could find.  That's 
when Becky, Jane and I cleaned up the kitchen and decided that we had enough field trip 
for one day.  All i n all it was a great day!          Iris McGehee   
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Hello Rockhounds, 
     Many thanks to Mel, Jane and Roxy Barkley for the hospitality of 
their hunting lodge during our recent field trip to their property. Who would have 
guessed that at the end of so many fields and tree-lines there would be such a 
handsome, well appoint lodge? Although the directions were simple and 
accurate, and the journey was easy, I was still glad to see little signs saying 
“Gem Club” confirming the way.  
Shortly after arriving, we all loaded up into an assortment of four wheel drive 
vehicles, although most people happily piled onto a flatbed behind Mel’s mini-
dozer and off we went. Mel’s family’s property is extensive, but in a fairly short 
time, we had arrived creek side along a wide, white sandy bank. Everyone 
unloaded his or her gear (or spread their blankets) and the rock hunting began in 
earnest. In very short order, I found an assortment of brick orange chalcedony I 
hope to cab soon and was even able to add to my collection a small milky white 
quartz nugget peppered with sparkly black tourmaline crystals. Later, we all 
headed back to the lodge to enjoy grilled hot dogs with all the trimmings prepared 
by Jane and Iris. There were also some undefended huckleberry bushes! (Very 
tasty and reminded me of childhood.) Everyone had a great time, sorry if you 
missed it. 
Also, many thanks to Herb Whittington and his lovely wife Gwen for their very 
excellent presentation in May on Herb’s extensive years shell diving on the 
Tennessee River. Herb had so many interesting stories, shells, pearls, diving 
gear and a great slide show. I think I was most amused by the all slides picturing 
the army of cats that continually haunted his work site. Cats must really love 
those clams and mussels.  
The next scheduled Saturday Workshop was to have been June 7th, but that 
Saturday is also the 35th Annual Gem & Mineral at Tannehill Ironworks State 
Park in Birmingham. I will not be available to open the shop and I suspect no one 



from the be board will be either. So, please make an effort to join us at Tannehill; 
you’ll be glad you made the trip. 
See you soon!    Frank Rowell,�President 
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

 Petrified wood  (from the Greek root "petro" 
meaning "rock" or "stone", literally "wood turned into stone") is a type of fossil: it 
consists of fossil wood where all the organic materials have been replaced with 
minerals (most often a silicate, such as quartz), while retaining the original 
structure of the wood. The petrifaction process occurs underground, when wood 
becomes buried under sediment and is initially preserved due to a lack of 
oxygen. Mineral-rich water flowing through the sediment deposits minerals in the 
plant's cells and as the plant's lignin and cellulose decay away, a stone mould 
forms in its place. 
Elements such as manganese, iron and copper in the water/mud during the 
petrification process give petrified wood a variety of color ranges. Pure quartz 
crystals are colorless, but when contaminants are added to the process the 
crystals take on a yellow, red or other tint. 
Following is a list of contaminating elements and related color hues: 
carbon – black; cobalt - green/blue; chromium - green/blue; copper - green/blue;  
iron oxides - red, brown, and yellow; manganese - pink/orange; manganese 
oxides - black  
Petrified wood can preserve the original structure of the wood in all its detail, 
down to the microscopic level. Structures such as tree rings and the various 
tissues are often observed features.  Petrified wood has a Mohs hardness of 7, 
the same as quartz.  Petrified wood is the provincial stone of Alberta and also the 
state gem of Washington.             From Wikipedia 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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    The month of April wasn't the most productive for me so I decided to write 
about the Point "A" Dam. Just NorthWest of Andalusia in River Falls is the Point 
"A" Dam. It was made around 1920 and I'm sure since then they have been 
finding some cool things there. My dad, Ronnie Edwards, told me that back in the 
1970's he used to fish down there and remembers people finding sharks teeth 
there. The largest that he said he saw anyone find was about two inches long. I 
have been three times and plan go many more times. A good day of digging 
brings me about two hundred shark's teeth and many different items that i'm not 
really sure what they are but they sure are cool. I like to dig in the banks but I 
have been told that just walking around is very productive and even diving in the 
river as well. I have even found some type of flint there that polishes up rather 

<<<  Mel’s reserved log of 
petrified wood 



well. I will have several items at our next meeting so please come by and see 
them. If any one has any items from there please bring them to show off as well.  
    The following is a story from a friend of mine: My name is Jeff McKinney. Back 
in 1995, I was working for a construction engineering company at the 
hydroelectric dam in Andalusia. In order to put in some new equipment, we had 
stop the river and dig down under the river about 15 to 20 feet. I was down in the 
pit we dug and noticed that the walls were ice blue in color and that there were 
thousands of fossilized clams. I got about two buckets full and gave most away 
while keeping the best ones myself. I also explored the dried up riverbed. I found 
a claw from some dinosaur, a backbone vertebra, and a fossilized nautiloid. I 
gave the claw to my boss and kept the rest.    I hope you enjoyed my letter.  
Thanks, Jeff Edwards 
 
\\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\\  

 
History of Wirewrapping   by M.H. Case, Sr. 

Wire wrap jewelry has recently gained popularity among all groups of people. For 
a small investment, any person can have a unique piece of wearable artwork. 
Bold angular designs or smooth flowing curves can change a common gemstone 
into an heirloom.  
Ancient Phoenicians are credited with the creation of wire wrap jewelry, but the 
art goes back nearly 1,000 years earlier. In the biblical record, detailed 
instructions are given to Moses to construct the tabernacle and the priestly 
garments and attire, including Aaron's breastplate. In Exodus, gems are listed: 
Sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald, sapphire, diamond, jacinth, agate, amethyst, 
beryl, onyx and jasper. All were to be set in gold filigree.  
Filigree was gold or silver hammered into thin sheets, then cut into thin strips and 
the edges filed smooth, thus making wire. The wire was woven into a basket or 
filigree and set into the breastplate. Later, in Exodus, more detailed instructions 
were given about setting other gemstones into the rest of the priestly garments. 
Biblical scholars have placed this event near 1446 BC, nearly 1,000 years ahead 
of the Phoenicians.  
There was a change in the Egyptian Sarcophagus around 1900 BC, about the 
time that Joseph traveled to Egypt and brought his family there to avoid the 
famine in Israel. A sarcophagus was layered with fine sheets of gold prior to that 
time, but about 1900 to 1800 BC, the sarcophagus changed to include woven 
strands of gold and silver, suggesting that the Hebrew artists brought this art form 
to their new homeland. Wire was produced this way through the rise of the 
Phoenician Empire. Phoenician culture thrived on arts and performance. As a 
semi-nomadic group of people, they took their art forms across the known world. 
At the height of the Phoenician Empire, from 1250-500 BC, their jewelry was 
prized throughout the world. When the Greek navy came to power, the 
Phoenician trade started to dwindle and finally  
was engulfed totally by the rise of the Roman Empire. Although Roman Culture 
was to absorb other art and cultural ideas into their own, the wire wrap art was 
abandoned for the more traditional silver smith techniques.  



The earliest reference to drawn wire was in the 8th century of France. During the 
medieval period, knights brought wire back to England to make armor. Gold and 
silver were drawn in France and transported back to England. The earliest 
mention of wire introduced in England was 1465. Wire wrapping was limited to 
fastening crucifixes and other religious symbols to lanyards and chains.  
During the late 1800s the bohemian culture used wire to string chips of polished 
glass and stone beads to make necklaces and bracelets. This was popular 
among the European aristocracy for nearly 50 years. These hand- forged chains 
were so popular that if you were found not to have an authentic Bohemian piece 
of jewelry, you were shunned and scorned.  
From 1837 to 1901, in the Victorian Age, the most popular pieces of jewelry were 
cameos. Wire art combined the two most popular forms of jewelry of the time: 
sculpture and cameo. The truest form of wire art sculpture has only recently been 
seen as artists introduce this art form into almost every culture of America. 
Hundreds of artists now create rings, pendants, pins, hair barrettes, brooches, 
bracelets and stick pins. Modem wire artists combine gem stones, beads, 
antiques and even mineral specimens with gold, silver and gold-filled wire. Some 
artists even combine different types of metal for even more unique work. (from 
Snoopy Gems, Jan/Feb 07; via JAX Gems, May 06; via Calumet Gems, 11/03)  
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Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes  May 8, 2008 
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell.  Mr. Herb 
Whittington was introduced as speaker for the evening.  He presented slides and 
talked about his involvement gathering mussels in the Tennessee River and 
other areas for the pearl industry.  It appeared to be a hard, uncomfortable and 
sometimes dangerous occupation, yet interesting.   Gwen Whittington helped 
with the slides.  Refreshments were furnished by Ducilla Hornsby and Iris 
McGehee.   The April Minutes were approved as published in the Golden 
Nugget.   The treasurer's report was read by Iris McGehee, which was approved 
and filed with the secretary.  The field trip to Mel's property in Macon County is 
Saturday, May 24.  Participants should sign up.  Information was passed out 
about the Alabama Gold Camp, Cragford, Alabama.  Prospectors will surely be 
interested in this.   There will be an annual meeting and common dig on 
Saturday, August 9. The phone is 256 396-0389.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned.  Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary 
\\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\ \ \\ \ \ \ \\\ \ \\\  

 
Southeast Federation Field Trips 

August 16, 2008 9:00 a.m. until dark Crabtree Emerald Mine Grassy Creek 
Township, N.C. 
Collecting: Emeralds in matrix, emerald crystals, black tourmaline (schorl), 
garnet, golden beryl, green beryl, fluorite (rare).  Cost: $30.00 per person, 
children 12 and under are free.  Facilities: porta potties on site. Bring food and 
plenty of water to drink.  Tools: Sledge hammers (small and large), 1/4" sifting 
screen, buckets, shovel.   Rick Jacquot: rick@wncrocks.com 828-683-1048 



July 19, 2008 8:30 a.m. EST  Diamond Hill Mine, Antreville, Abbeville County, 
S.C.   Skeletal, amethyst and smoky quartz crystals as well as quartz scepters 
and an assortment of pegmatite minerals.  Adults = $15/day Children under 16 
year of age = $5/day. Tools: Pick and shovel, rock hammer, chisels, and 
scratching tools.  Bring a lunch, plenty of fluids, hat, sunscreen, gloves, and 
sturdy shoes.  Bring rubber boots and a change of cloths if it is going to be a 
rainy or wet day. Tim Barton, (828)885-8248 or Hal Mahan (SAMS President) 
(828)285-9470 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
SE SHOWS  (for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 
June 13-15  "Asheville Gem Fest"; Colburn Earth Science Museum; Pack Place 
Education, Arts & Science Center, 2 S. Pack Square; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 
11-5; free admission; kids' activities, free museum admission; Felicity Green, 
Colburn Earth Science Museum, 2 S. Pack Square at Pack Place, Asheville, NC 
28801, (828) 254-7162; museum.colburn@gmail.com; www.colburnmuseum.org 
July 23-27--"Whistle Stop Gemfest"; South East Gemshows; Whistle Stop 
Antique Mall, 1281 Georgia Rd. (Hwy. 441 N); Wed. 9-7, Thu. 9-7, Fri. 9-7, Sat. 
9-7, Sun. 9-6; free admission; faceting and cabbing rough, opal, meteorites, 
minerals, fossils, gemstones, handcrafted jewelry, equipment, supplies, tools, 
silversmith and goldsmith doing custom jewelry and repair; contact Mark or 
Patricia Smith, P.O. Box 298, Montmorenci, SC 29839, (706) 490-4515; e-mail: 
gemshows@bellsouth.net 
JULY 31-AUGUST3 2008: North Carolina Mineral and Gem Festival", Pinebridge 
Coliseum, 97 Pinebridge Ave.; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12:30-5; 
adults $3, seniors $1, children under 5 free; retail and wholesale vendors, 
exhibits, mine tours; Patti Jensen, P.O. Box 858, Spruce Pine, NC 28777, (828) 
765-9033; e-mail: pjensen@mitchell-county.com; Web site: www.mitchell-
county.com 
July 24-27--FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA: 43rd annual show, "Macon County 
Gemboree"; Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin; Macon County Community Bldg., 
U.S. 441 South; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $2, children 
under 12 free; minerals, beads, handcrafted jewelry, rough and cut stones, 
lapidary equipment, demonstrations, door prizes, gold and silver jewelry, 
findings, jewelry repairs and mounting; contact Linda Harbuck, 425 Porter St., 
Franklin, NC 28734, (800) 336-7829; e-mail: lindah@franklin-chamber.com; Web 
site: www.franklin-chamber.com--ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA: Show, 
"Asheville Gem Fest"; Colburn Earth Science Museum; Pack Place Education, 
Arts & Science Center, 2 S. Pack Square; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free 
admission; kids' activities, free museum admission; contact Felicity Green, 
Colburn Earth Science Museum, 2 S. Pack Square at Pack Place, Asheville, NC 
28801, (828) 254-7162; e-mail: museum.colburn@gmail.com; Web site: 
www.colburnmuseum.org   
July 11-13--MARIETTA (ATLANTA), GEORGIA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; 
Cobb County Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy.; Fri. 1-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; 



contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, 
(941) 954-0202; frankcox@comcast.net; www.frankcoxproductions.com            
July 18-20--BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA  "High Country Gem, Mineral & 
Jewelry Show"; Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; National Guard 
Armory, 274 Hunting Hills Ln., near the hospital, behind the fire station; Fri. 10-6, 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $3 (good all 3 days), children under 16 free; jewelry 
makers, goldsmiths and silversmiths from all over the U.S., gem trees, wire wrap, 
wire sculpture, pearls, stone beads, stone setting, amber. 
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Thanks to Wilburn Sharp for the invitation to the GPAA meeting on May 10 at 
Alabama Gold Camp.  Talk about picturesque!  Still don’t know much about gold 
panning, but we had a nice day.  Brought home small garnets as well as some 
large rocks for my gardens.  See photos.    Linda Griebel 
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Links to check out 

Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland     http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html 
Wildacres   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index 
 http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA 
GIA     http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfm 
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Club Officers for 2008 
   President:    Frank Rowell          277-7023  
   1st V P:   Julie Tatum    244-9462 
   2nd V P:        David Sherrod       285-5537  
   Secretary:   Mary Lou McHugh   272-1817 
   Treasurer:   Iris McGehee          262-7275  
   Directors:    Jim Gaines    285-1988     
     Mel Barkley    277-2722 
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General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with 
news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most important, the Golden 
Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help 
others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this 
latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2008 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are specifically 
copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please give credit to The 
Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show 
replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  Field trips, 
workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are announced at monthly meetings.  
Membership dues are $12.00 for individuals and $18.00 for families residing in the same household. 



    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to 
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
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The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801 
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Official Voice of the Montgomery 
Gem & Mineral Society, 

Montgomery AL 
Linda R. Griebel, Editor 

thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


