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PROGRAM CORNER

When: March 12, 2009

Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Mon  tgomery, AL
Time: 7:00 P M

What: QUARTZ FORMS AND USES

Who: Helen Kerbey and Mark Kerbey

*eekkx SPECIAL NOTE: Helen requests that members br  ing their samples of
quartz to illustrate the program (or opal for a com parision). Any type of
silica to include Chert, Agate, Rose quartz, Amethy  st, Citrine, Smoky
guartz, Rock crystal, Cat's eye (after crocodolite) , Chalcedony, Cornelian,
Chrysoprase, Sard, Onyx, Jasper, Aventurine
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Drinks: Mary Lou McHugh Snacks: Iris McGehee
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at the

community center.
List for remainder of the year:

Apr Jim Gaines Jim Gundlach

May Harry Corbin Linda Boyd

Jun Elise & Terry Toney Minnie Jerido

Jul Mike Berkman Linda Griebel

Aug John & Sandra Nemias Nemias

Sep Drucilla Hornsby Linda Lord

Oct Thad Cheatham VACANT

Nov Harold Glover Chela & Cathy Kirkland



13 Mary Lou McHugh 20 Clara Glover
17 James Anderson

JEWELRY MAKING CLASS

MAY 16, 2009 SATURDAY
Minnie Jerido is coordinating our first 2009 jewelry-making hands-on class. More
details will be forthcoming in the near future.

Hello Rockhounds,

Please join me in congratulating our new 2™ Vice President and Field Trip
Chair Jeff “The Stone Hunter” Edwards on a job well done. | know Jeff was a bit
nervous about his very first organized trip, but he needn’'t have been. The
February collecting trip to Jackson County was a great success!

We met as planned at twelve o’clock on Saturday February the twenty-first
in Scottsboro in the Arby’s parking lot on Highway 72 at the intersection of 72
and 35. (That was a great location as it sits among other fast-food restaurants
and directly in front of the local Wal-Mart. So a wide choice of lunch options was
available as well as last minute shopping for our happy campers.) The drive
takes about three and a half to four hours depending on the weight of your foot;
being entirely Interstate and four-lane highways is an easy drive. | arrived early
but was soon met by our “Stone Hunter” and Thad Cheatham, our newest
members Amy McClellan and her daughter Lauren, and intrepid adventurers
Linda Griebel and Mike Berkman. After lunch and some last minute shopping,
we were all on our way as a convoy.

In less than thirty minutes, we had arrived at our primary rock hunting and
camping destination, a small campsite and very rocky creek not too far from
Stevenson, Alabama.



Two weeks previously Jeff, Thad and | had scouted this very same creek
as a site suitable for our trip. It had been virtually dry then with only its far
southern reaches having a small trickle of water. Much to our surprise, now the
creek was full of clear, slightly blue-green water, very pretty! What two weeks
before had been a dry rocky bed was now in most places a happily noisy creek
about as wide as a two lane highway.




But the weather was gorgeous and most of our rock hounds had come
well prepared and simply brought out their waterproof wading boots and began
hunting as they pleased. Due to our previous visit Jeff, Thad and | had not come
so prepared and were relegated to the dry bank. Even so, we all found an
abundance of a wide range of really great rocks: at least three different kinds of
fossilized coral, petrified wood, several different kinds of chert (some wildly
patterned and some green) and the very highly sought after paint rock agate
among many, many others.

Oddity of the day!




Dusk brought a farewell to Amy and Lauren who had opted not to camp
over. The rest of us snuggled in for the night among much mention of, “It so nice
now, | don't think it's going to get as cold as the weatherman said.” ...but before
our dinner was on the fire, there was freezing rain that continued off and on
through out the night. The next morning | had to “crack” my way out of my tent
as it was covered in ice, but a fresh fire and hot chocolate soon chased the chill
away. In spite of the cold, it was really a pretty pleasant night's camp-out.



The creek was much lower that morning and the rock hunting was
renewed with earnest. Around lunch, | said my good-byes and was home by four
in the afternoon. My condolences to whomever didn't make it - you missed a
great trip!



On Saturday the 27™ Jeff, Thad, Linda, Mike and | all met for an
unscheduled workshop session of sawing and polishing. So expect to see some
really pretty things at our next meeting on the 12™.  See you then, Frank Rowell

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW MEMBERS



ALTON “SONNY” HALL IN ACTION

Sonny Hall gave a demonstration of knapping
techniques at the February 12th meeting and
explained the historical significance of how
Native Americans used knapping in their daily
existence. He capably answered questions while
continuing to strike stone edges to create a point
which he shared with our newest junior member
Lauren McClellan.
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by Ellis Courter (contributed by Terry Fetzer)

A beautiful cluster of delicate crystals is about the most comparable thing
to a curvaceous young lady that | know. Each is to be looked at, drooled over,
and mental enjoyment derived from what is seen...but for Heaven's sake, don't
touch.

Recently | observed a newcomer to the hobby pick up a crystal mineral
specimen that has caught his fancy. Chills ran up and down my spine when all at
once | saw him begin to feel and pick at the individual crystals. Seemingly he was
satisfying himself that they were real. Fortunately, the crystals withstood the
ordeal, but for a moment both the beauty and the value of the specimen were at
stake. Now in this case, as in nearly all similar occurrences, no deliberate harm
was intended, but with the influx of so many newcomers to the hobby, it well
demonstrates the need demonstrates the need of informing them of the proper
ethics and methods of admiring and handling crystals, cabochons, faceted
stones and fossils.

Of course the basic rule must always be observed - never pick up, touch,
or handle any specimen unless you are invited to do so. If, or when you do -
grasp it firmly along the edges of any available matrix, avoiding any contact with
the crystals. Be doubly cautious by cupping one and below the specimen - just in
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case it slips. What, for instance, do you say to a friend when his favorite mineral
specimen lies on the floor, reduced to a shambles because you dropped it? It
could happen, you know.

Never finger the inside of a geode. It could contain delicate, rare crystals
that just the slightest touch will render worthless. When admiring a cabochon or
faceted stone, do not smudge a perfect polish by “feeling” the finish with your
fingers. And never blow on a finished piece of work and then rub it on your
clothing as if to improve the polish. To do so is an insult to the craftsman who
made it.

Newcomers to the hobby will find that they can learn more from newly
acquired friends within the hobby - but adherence to the few simple fundamentals
will make the experience much more enjoyable - and too, you'll keep friends
longer.

(From Snoopy Gems, Sep 2007; via Canaveral Moonstone, 08/07; via High
Country Gleamings, 07/07; via The Goldrush Ledger (/82, Back Bender's
Gazette))

NEWCOMER’'S PERSPECTIVE

| started off on an adventure driving to a place of Alabama that | have
never visited before. The drive was approximately 3 and 1/2 hours up to
Scottsboro, AL from Montgomery, AL. Going farther north, | began to see
hills that turned later on into mountains. The sce nery was beautiful. | got
to Scottsboro a little early and our meeting place was at the Arby's. So |
toured the Wal-Mart there until people began to sho  w for our fieldtrip
adventure. Eventually, | saw a known face and | w  alked up to this car and
it was Frank.

My daughter, Lauren, and | sat in his car to keep ~ warm until others
showed up. When all gathered, we headed for the jo  urney to a creek bed
that was thought to have been dry. Apparently, al ot of rain had taken
place there because now there was water that was cl  ear as can be with
more rocks than you can imagine. | was thankful th  at | had brought high
water boots for me and my daughter. It was kindac ool weather, but that
did not stop us from staying in the water.

Every foot step | took, | began picking up the roc ks and putting them
in my bucket until | had a bucket full and could no longer carry it any
further. So, then | began to put more in my poucht  hat | also had. Needless
to say, | stayed most of the time walking in the mi  ddle of the creek and
sometimes | would go in an area where the water was higher than | realized
and my boots would fill up with water. The waterw  as cold, my socks and
feet including jeans were wet, but honestly it did not bother me like you
would think because | kept on thinking about all th ose rocks out there to be
gathered. Finally, | had to take the rocks back up to where we parked by
going back the way | came. That was the tough part  with a bucket and a
pouch full of rocks, wet jeans, and water in my boo ts. It was good exercise
though.



My daughter Lauren, bless her heart, was constantly examining rocks and
would get boots full of water, having to stop and e mpty them out often.
After walking so much with this trouble, she finall y stated, "Momma, | feel
like I am walking like one of those kinds of pirate s you see on TV." She
walked so stiff legged.

Anyway, | am hoping we can be able to go back ther e again
sometime. The nature around us was beautiful. The re was even a small
waterfall trickling. Everyone one that went camped out except for my
daughter and me. Next time, maybe the opportunity will come about where
we can. Leaving the creek, we saw four deer skippi  ng around in a pasture.
The land was beautiful, and the trip was very nice. | am looking forward to
the fieldtrips to come. Hopefully, | will be able to get in the shop soon and
begin to learn some new ways to polish and cut the rocks | have collected.
| have not visited the shop yet. | would also like to say thank all of you who
were at the trip for being such nice people and dri  ving me and my daughter
to the site and back from Scottsboro. Hopefully, n ext time | will not forget
my camera.

Driving back to Montgomery, | was barefooted with the heat on the
floor to get my feet warmed up and my daughter’s fe et as well. When |

arrived back in Montgomery around 10PM, | could say | had a good
productive day, was ready to go to bed, but  am wi  lling to do it again.
Hope maybe next time there will be others to join. It is very nice to get to
know and learn about other people in the group.
Cheers,
Amy McClellan
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UPCOMING ADVENTURES

March 14 to Cathedral Caverns - meet at 12:30 in the parking lot for
1:15 tour.

It boasts one of the world's largest
stalagmites, frozen waterfalls, flow stone walls, stalagmite forest and most
improbable formation. A constant temperature of 57-60 degrees is enjoyed
year around. The Caverns is approximately 4,000 feet long with 8" wide
concrete walkways that are wheelchair accessible. Many walking trails
averaging 1-2 miles each are available. Also, for the children, there is a
rock climbing wall. Admission is $8.00 for adults and $5.00 for children
ages 6-12, ages 5 and under are free. Cathedral Caverns State Park 637
Cave Road* Woodville, AL 35776
http://lwww.alapark.com/parks/park.cfm?parkid=2
This will be a non-collecting field trip which can be enjoyed by the whole
family. There is also primitive camping with porta toilets and fire pit at a
cost of $12 per night for a group.

April 18th to near Harleyville, SC . You must state your intent to Jeff
by March 25! T

" # $%#

SHOP REMINDER
To ensure that someone will be at the shop on the first or third Saturday of each
month, please email or call any of the following individuals ahead of time if you
plan to go to the shop: Frank Rowell, Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold
Glover.
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Here is a picture of the display, except for the box with the brain coral,
each of the others contain about ten of his rocks. None of them are labeled or
identified in any way.
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Here is a close up of the top center box:

Jim Gundlach

Links to check out
International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.htmi
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.html
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page



The following information was shared by Linda Lord:
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Southeast Federation Field Trips
Sat Apr 18 Girard, Burke Co, GA 10:30 am at Girard City Post Office on Hwy 23 -
Collecting Savannah River Agate, fossils, & microminerals. Contact Harry
Hyaduck 678-464-4462 hyaduckh@yahoo.com or Kim Cochran 770-979-8331 or
Carol Frediani 770-478-3267
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General Information
The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest
to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others
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enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget
cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may
be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2™
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the
December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are
announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals
and $20.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving this information.

Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &

The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801
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