TH E March 2010
GOLDEN | —
PROGRAM CORNER
When: March 11, 2010
Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL
Time: 7:00P M
What: Identification of Gemstones

Who: Kim Cochran

e

BRING YOUR OWN GEMS. Not only will Kim Cochran assist in determining
varieties that you have, he will also have specimen for us to recognize.
(Glimpse ahead to May 13th program: Anita Westlake will discuss mineral I.D. in the

field.)

REFRESHMENTS

Drinks: Iris McGehee Snacks: Mary Lou McHugh
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at the community
center. List for remainder of the year:

April VACANT Terry & Elise Toney
May VACANT Linda Boyd

June S Boyer / J Namias Betty & James Anderson
July L Griebel / M Berkman Frank Rowell

Aug Linda Lord Drucilla Hornsby

Sep Betty Stevens VACANT

Oct Ardis Cecil VACANT

Nov VACANT VACANT

REALLY NEED MEMBERS TO COME FORWARD TO FILL VACANT SPOTS.




13 Mary Lou McHugh 20 Clara Glover
17 James Anderson
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Hello Rockhounds,

Saturday morning the twenty-seventh of February dawned dark
and cloudy as the few stalwart members of the Montgomery Gem and Mineral
gathered at my house for the scheduled field trip to Horse Pens Forty. Thad, Jeff,
and Jeff's two daughters “the little Stonehunters” and | all loaded up into my car
at about 9:30AM and headed north along [-65. Despite an unscheduled
emergency stop at Hardees, we made great time. As we passed Birmingham,
the sun was shining brightly and our spirits rose even higher.

We were making such good time that we were nearly an hour ahead of
schedule as we neared Ashville Alabama and considered detouring on up to
Gadsden and take in the sights at Noccalula Falls since | was the only soul in the
car who had made that trip before. But Jeff was concerned that in the end we
might arrive late at Horse Pens Forty and none of us wished to leave fellow club
members standing around. So we pressed on up to the top of Chandler
Mountain, the location of “The “Pens.” Jeff needn’t have fretted as in the end we
were the only representatives of the club to have braved the trip.



, the farming 40 and
the horse pens 40, as the latter rock formations made natural containment pens.
When we arrived, we were surprised to see that the parking lot was full of cars
and young adults milling about, most laden with what | at first thought to be
camping/hiking backpacks but which turned out to be thick pads, specially made
to absorb the shock when fallen onto while rock climbing. The Pens is a well
known and well loved spot for these young people who go “bouldering” as the
practice is called, and the place was fairly overrun with them. It's good to think
that although not “rockhounds” per se, these college kids were enjoying the rocks
just as much as we.

Next we made our way into what had once been the old farmhouse but
which now houses the entrance and registration counter. The large original
hearth, made from the same local sandstone that The Pens themselves are
made of, had a welcoming wood fire and the elderly proprietress who was
warming herself there was even more welcoming. The building was full of
charming old things, proprietress included, and after looking and chatting, | left
with reluctance, noticing as | did so that the rough sawn boards that the door was
made of had been cut with an enormous circular saw. (Remember? It's the kind
that the villain always tied to feed the damsel in distress into, Snidely Whiplash
and Nell et al.) As any woodworker worth their shavings will tell you, those few
and expensive saws were quickly replaced by the comparatively inexpensive
band saws introduced in 1900. Certainly the door had hung right there for well
over a hundred years, maybe more.

The Pens are a collection of sandstone boulders that have been uniquely
weathered into intricate and fanciful shapes. Many are named: The Elephant,
Turtle Head, The Mushroom, etc. All were interesting. Some are many stories



high and have wooden staircases leading to viewing platforms at their tops, some
are barley taller than a man. The whole area is cut by natural channels in the
rock which provide paths and walk ways and access to the many hidden caves
and grottos there. And everywhere could be heard the thud of young people
hitting the ground as they honed the skill of rock-climbing and bouldering.
Although most only fell a few feet and onto their pads at that, judging from the
sotto voiced curses and grunts, | think it was painful and all the more fun to watch
for that reason. Eventually we’'d had our fill of weird sandstone and plummeting
college kids. Remembering Noccalula beckoned, we said goodbye, loaded-up
and headed out again.

We found the falls in full flood and very impressive and the new park we
understand is very nice too, but we wouldn’t know. The sign at the entrance said
the grand opening was the March 1%, we were two days too soon! So, we had a
good look at the thundering falls from the railing and then a quick snack before
we turned our tired heads toward home.

My confused condolences to everyone who missed another field trip; |
hope you have better luck next time.

See you soon, Frank

Some of the beryl found at the Hogg Mine near LaGrange, GA, has iron stain. The stain
can be removed by using a water bath with oxalic acid.

Oxalic bath process: Mix 1 Ib. of acid per 2.5 gallons of water. Use a 5 gallon plastic
bucket or other plastic storage container with a lid. The container should allow the rocks
to be fully covered with the oxalic bath until the stain is gone (up to a week). The lid will
keep the mixture clean and protect pets from the toxic mix. The lid also keeps the sun
from evaporating water and affecting the strength of the mixture. Always clean rocks as
much as possible before using the oxalic bath. Then, the acid can be reused several
times. Check the bath daily for earliest time to remove. (Leaving any rock in the bath
too long can cause a yellow stain.) When the iron stain is gone, remove from bath and
rinse with water. Also, soak the rocks in water for a couple days to make sure the oxalic
acid is dissolved from any cracks in the rock.
Discarding the toxic mix: Neutralize the acid with about 1-2 cups of Baking Soda before
disposal. Once neutralized, the oxalic bath turns into a phosphate mixture that is actually
good for your plants. You can now pour harmless mixture onto the ground.
Warning! 1) The fumes are toxic, so best keep the oxalic bath in well-ventilated space
or outside. | do mine on the porch. 2) The acid mixture can burn (weak corrosive),
so wear rubber gloves when handling the mixture. The mixture is poisonous if ingested.
3) Monitor the rocks daily for stain removal; soaking too long can cause yellowing. 4) If
you have children, their protection from the toxic bath will need to be considered, too.

4



Suggestion: | use a plastic tray with holes to easily load and remove my rocks from the
bath. However, sometimes rocks clean faster than others and will need to be removed
as that happens. | purchased my oxalic acid from Ray at Great South.
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REMEMBER to bring recent acquisitions to the monthl y meeting so other
members can experience a variety of different mater  ials.
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PHOTOS OF HORSE PENS 40 FIELD TRIP
ON FEBRUARY 27TH, 2010 contributed by Jeff Edwards
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SHOP REMINDER
The shop will be opened only by appointment . Please email or call any of the
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell,
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover. NOTE: the shop will no longer
be open on a regularly scheduled basis.
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THE MICROMOUNT CORNER
Courtesy Tips & Trips (GA Mineral Society)

March 2010 EPIDOTE - Dr. David Babulski — Chair Micromount Section

Greetings everyone, the micromount corner is back after a short winter
break. This month we will examine micromounts of the common rock forming
mineral Epidote. This characteristically pistachio green mineral is a calcium
aluminum iron silicate hydroxide with a chemical formula of:
Ca2(Fe3+,Al)3(SiO4)3(0OH). Epidote forms a solid solution series with the mineral
Clinozoisite. Which is a calcium aluminum silicate hydroxide with a chemical
formula of Ca2AI3(SiO4)3(OH). Notice that the element Iron is missing from the
formula for Clinozoisite. The characteristic pistachio green color of Epidote is due
largely to the iron content. Micromounts of epidote can sometimes vary in color
from the pistachio green to a fine yellow green; these specimens are most likely
somewhere mid range in the solid solution series with Clinozoisite. In most
cases,

Epidote is secondary in origin appearing in metamorphic rocks, in contact
zones between igneous and calcareous sedimentary rocks or from the alteration
of Plagioclase Feldspar. With a hardness of 7, Epidote sometimes stands out in
weathered matrix which is an advantage when looking for good crystals. The
name “Epidote” derives from the Greek "Epidosis” = "increase" in allusion to the
crystal characteristic of one longer side at the base of the prism. The mineral
was first described in 1801 with the type locality the French Alps. Crystallizing in
the monoclinic system, Epidote exhibits well developed 2/m symmetry forming
prismatic crystals. | have seen some Epidote crystals that while still prismatic in
form, appear tabular in nature. Sometimes you will find

Epidote in massive form and occasionally | have seen some Epidote
specimens that appeared to be fibrous in nature. Shown below are several
photomicrographs of Epidote micromounts.

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html

Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html

Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA

11



GIA

http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%20time/index

.htm

Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page

Rock & Fossil Stamps of US
http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/stamps/united_states/united_states_toc.html

March 5-7--LARGO, FL: Minnreg Hall, 6340 126th Ave. N; adults $5, students $4, children free;
Bill Schmidt, (727) 657-0098; schmidwj@eckerd.edu; www.sgams.com

March 12-14 - AUGUSTA, GA: Julian Smith Casino, 2200 Broad St; $3 adults, children under 16
free with adult, coupon on web; www.aikengmfs.org www.augustagemandmineralsociety.org -
info/group registration I 1>?D2 EDJ'CKCL

March 13--BATON ROUGE, LA: Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, 10503 N. Oak Hills Pkwy.
adults $5, seniors (65+) $4.50, children (2-17) $4; Claire Coco, 10503 N. Oak Hills Pkwy., Baton
Rouge, LA 70810, (225) 757-8905; ccoco@brec.org; www.brec.org

March 19-21--HICKORY, NC: Hickory Metro Convention Center, 1960 13th Ave. Dr. SE, I-40, Exit
125; adults $4, seniors $4, students/ children free; Baxter Leonard, (828) 294-6924;
gailandbaxter@aol.com

March 19-21--ROME, GA: The Forum, 2 Government Plaza; free; Tim Biggart, (706) 232-7143;
tbiggart@berry.edu; http://rogams.wordpress.com/gem-and-mineral-show/

March 20-21--TAMPA, FL: Florida State Fairgrounds, US 301 and I-4; Barbara Fite, (813) 977-
0892; bfite@tampabay.rr.com; www.tampabayfossilclub.com

26-28--MORGANTON, NC: Collett Street Recreation Center, 300 Collett St.; adults $3, students
$2; Gary Leonhardt, (828) 439-1866; gleonhardt@ci.morganton.nc.us; www.ci.morganton.nc.us
26-28--ORLANDO, FL: Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial Dr. adults $4, students /
seniors $2, children under 12 and Scouts in uniform free with paying adult; James Johnstone,
(407) 625-6336; jj030@msn.com; www.thumblicker.com

APRIL 17-18--DOTHAN, ALA: Westgate Park James Grant Center, 501 Recreation Rd.; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4; free admission; door prizes, silent auction, jewelry, minerals, cutting rough, slabs, gem
trees, tumbled stones, mineral displays, equipment demonstrations; Arnie Lambert, 920 Yorktown
Rd., Dothan, AL 36301, (334) 792-7116; arlambert@comcast.net

April 23-25--LINCOLNTON, GA: Graves Mountain Rock Swap and Dig; admission by donation;
collect from 8 am to 6 pm each day, sell and trade minerals; contact Junior Norman, (706) 401-
3173; rick@wncrocks.com; www.wncrocks.com/resources/Collecting%20sites.htm

Southeast Federation Field Trips
April 17, 2010 Rock Swap & Dig, Hogg Mine, 1231 Bartley Rd, LaGrange, GA - 8:00-9:00 sign in
(NO LATE ENTRY!) - HOSTED by Montgomery GEM & MINERAL - $17 adults with children
free. Rose star quartz, aguamarine, beryl, tourmaline. Also, buy, sell or trade with local dealers.
www.digforcrystals.com
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Club Officers for 2010

President: Frank Rowell 277-7023 1st V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254
2nd V P/Field Trips: Jeff Edwards 312-0572 Secretary: Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817
Treasurer: Iris McGehee 262-7275 Directors: Jim Gaines 285-1988

Mel Barkley 277-2722

Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings.

General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with
news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members. Most important, the Golden
Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help
others enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this
latter purpose.

Copyright 2010 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items that are specifically
copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied. Please give credit to The
Golden Nugget and the appropriate author.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2" Thursday of the month at 7:00
p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show
replaces the December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend. Field trips,
workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are announced at monthly meetings.
Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information.

Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &

The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801
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