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PROGRAM CORNER

When: May 13, 2010
Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL
Time: 7.00P M
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Who: Anita Westlake, Atlanta, Georgia




REFRESHMENTS retech.oom

Snacks: Nanette Toree Drinks: Linda Boyd
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at
the community center. List for remainder of the year:
June S Boyer / J Namias Betty & James Anderson
July L Griebel / M Berkman Frank Rowell
Aug Linda Lord Drucilla Hornsby
Sep Betty Stevens Harold Glover
Oct Ardis Cecll Lynn Stauch
Nov VACANT VACANT

1 Lynn Stauch 25 Morning Sherrod
6 Sandra Boyer 27 May Nelson
11 Harry Corbin 30 John Namias
25 Iris McGehee 31 Jeff Edwards
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Hello Rockhounds,

So sorry to have missed you all at our last monthly meeting in April; the
company | work for moved our operations at the same time as we had a much
appreciated upswing in business and revenues. So, I've had more work of late
than | could handle. This trend looks to be continuing and although a hardship, in
our present economy, it is a welcome one.

My expression of appreciation to our speakers is remiss - so here is a
thank you to everyone I've overlooked: Kate Goodall for her amazing talk on
Reiki; and the always interesting Kim Cochran who gave a really excellent
presentation on lapidary materials complete with a terrific assortment of same.



He even brought prizes! Also thanks to our Program Chair Thad Cheatham who
gave a presentation last month.

From all accounts, the April DMC/SFMS Field Trip to the Hogg Mine in
LaGrange, Georgia which was sponsored by The Montgomery Gem and Mineral
Society and headed by our own Field Trip Chair Jeff Edwards was well attended
and a great success. Congratulations Jeff and thank you; to you and to all the
club members who helped pull that off. (Yes, | missed it due to work.)

The rose quartz that the Hogg Mine is famous for will always star in
transmitted light and will star face-up if the stone is mirror backed. In order that
the star should be centered properly the C-axis of the crystal must be
determined. The email | sent out to the group awhile back requesting help or
instruction in determining the orientation of worn or broken crystals was in
preparation of that trip. | got a number of wide ranging responses but the
generally accepted procedure is to use a polariscope. Though we are
rockhounds, I'm sure most of us do not have or even have access to a
polariscope, but the same result can be approximated by using two pairs of
polarized sunglasses.

Be SURE that BOTH pairs of glasses are in fact polarized. First, put one
pair on. Then hold up the second pair and look at any bright light so that one eye
is looking through the lens you are wearing and one lens in your hand at the
same time. If you rotate the lens in hand 90 degrees, your field of vision in that
eye will go from “shaded” to black. This is because the lens you are wearing is
removing light from the horizontal plane and the lens held at 90 degrees
perpendicular is removing light from the vertical plane. Essentially, no light is
getting through.

Any transparent crystal held between the two lenses will depolarize the
light and you will see the crystal brightly. (Seeing the brilliant crystal stand out
against the black field is odd and fun. Try it! Even if you aren’t interested in
knowing where the C-axis is.) Now, while you tilt the stone in all directions and at
the same time rotate the second lens, you will find a point that the stone will
remain dark no matter how you rotate the lens. Mark the stone to indicate this
direction. Turn the stone around and look through it as nearly in the opposite
direction as possible. Tilting the stone slightly this time, again find the point
where no matter how you rotate the lens the stone will remain dark. Mark the
stone again. The line between the two marks is the C-axis!

Now your rose stars will ALWAYS be on center. (... | said it could be
done, | didn’t say it was easy.) Actually, once you get the hang of it, it isn’t too
bad and is kind of fun - really. Give it a try and let me know how you did.

See you soon,

Frank
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http://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/

SHOP REMINDER
The shop will be opened only by appointment . Please email or call any of the
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop work date: Frank Rowell,
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover. NOTE: the shop will no longer
be open on a regularly scheduled basis.
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Show your recent acquisitions at the monthly meeting so other members
can experience a variety of different materials.
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Links to check out

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/

Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/

William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml

Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html

Al Mineral Locality Index



http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA

GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%2
Otime/index.htm

Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page

SE SHOWS
(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp)
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Southeast Federation Field Trips
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President: Frank Rowell 277-7023 1* V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254
2"V P/Field Trips: Jeff Edwards 312-0572 Secretary: Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817
Treasurer: Iris McGehee 262-7275 Directors: Jim Gaines 285-1988
Mel Barkley 277-2722

Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings.

General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals
along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members. Most
important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects
and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing to
contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2010 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items that are
specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied. Please
give credit to The Golden Nugget and the appropriate author.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2" Thursday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The
annual gem show replaces the December meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is
invited to attend. Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations. These are
announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for
families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or
payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information.
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The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801

Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY
(MAY 9TH!)
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