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When:  November13, 2008 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 

What:  Business Meeting / Election of 2009 Officers  
  Planning Session for 2008 SHOW 
                                                                                                                               

 

                                                                 
Drinks: Jim Gaines  Snacks: the Kirklands 

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center. 
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REFRESHMENTS 



 
 
 

ACCELERATION OF EVOLUTION 
 

 
 

Contributed by Jim Gundlach            
 
 "The acceleration of evolution towards a time of infinitely rapid change is 
not so exceptional as one might at first suppose. The evolution of matter in a star 
follows a similar pattern. 
 For 99.99 percent of its existence a star burns hydrogen, fusing the atoms 
into helium and radiating the energy released as light. Eventually the hydrogen 
runs out. For a star the size of our Sun this happens after about 10 billion years -- 
it is currently about half way through its life. Larger stars burn up more quickly, 
smaller ones can last as long as a 100 billion years. 
 When all the hydrogen has been consumed, a star can, if it is sufficiently 
massive, switch to burning the helium it has created, transforming it into carbon. 
This keeps the star going for another million years or so. When the helium is 
used up the star can survive for another thousand years by fusing the carbon into 
neon. And when the carbon runs out the star burns the neon to form silicon. But 
the neon is exhausted within a year. Then, in a process that lasts only a few 
days, the silicon fuses into iron. 
 That is as far as a star can go along this particular path. Fusing iron does 
not release energy; it requires additional energy. The star's fire begins to die, and 
with it the energy that until now has supported the weight of its outer layers. Very 
quickly it begins to collapse. 
 As its matter becomes increasingly compressed, its gravitational field 
increases. Within minutes it becomes so intense that even atoms cannot 
withstand the pressure. Electrons are stripped away and atomic nuclei pack in 
upon each other, reaching densities of more than a million tons per cubic inch. 
This disintegration releases enormous amounts of energy, blowing off the star's 
outer layers in what is known as a "supernova." This is one of the Universe's 
more spectacular shows, more energy being released during these few seconds 
than over the rest of the star's entire life. 
Left behind is a neutron star -- a solid mass of neutrons a mere fifteen or so miles 
across. 
 From: Waking up in time by Peter Russell  ISBN 978-1-57983-020-5 
 
 
 
 



   Shop Tips  (contributed by Terry Fetzer)     
Here are some shop tips from several bulletins received from other clubs.  
Remember these tips have not been evaluated for safety or reliability.  So please 
use caution when trying out any new idea. 
Dryer Lint:   Take lint from your clothes dryer's lint catcher and add it to the 
polishing compound for tumbling.  It speeds up the polish and prevents chipping. 
Algae and Lichen:   Remove algae and lichen from your specimen by soaking it 
in ammonia and water. 
Liquid Detergent:   Add a couple of tablespoons of liquid detergent to your 
cutting oil.  If your saw has a plastic lid, this will be the first time ever that you will 
be able to see through the top after cutting your slab.  (from Hound's Howl, Apr 
2007; via Shin-Skinner News, 04/07 via The Rockpile, 02/07) 
Field Trip Hint:   Carry a small squeeze bottle (Sinex or nose spray bottle) filled 
with water on field trips.  The bottles are small and light and handy for putting a 
drop of water or two on specimens you are checking.  Never lick rocks; some are 
poisonous. Some may have other kinds of residues or deposits on them.  (from 
Boulder Bouncer, 04107, via The Leaverite News via Moroks 08/0 I, via  
httpllwww.vgms.org/btlvgmsOI08.html #27.)  
Picnic Safety Warning:   Never use a limb from a tree whose fruit has a pit 
(stone) in it such as chokecherry, peach, apricot, or cherry to roast a hot dog or 
marshmallow.  Apricot & choke cherry release cyanide when heated thus 
poisoning your food and you.  Use a metal coat hanger or willow limb.  It's much 
safer.  (from Boulder Bouncer 04/07, Psuedomorph & Breccia via Moroks 08/01, 
via web site listed above in Field Trip Hint.) 
Shield That Slab Saw:   A good shield for a large slab saw is a bicycle fender.  It 
is just the right size and shape to keep lubricant flying off the blade from spraying 
allover the shop.  (Boulder Bouncer 04/07, via The Rockcollector via Rocky 
Review 06/07 1999, via same website above in previous 2 hints.) 
Hints for successful solderin2:   1) use the smallest amount of solder 
necessary to make a good solder joint. Do not flood the joint with solder;  2) 
pieces to be soldered should fit tightly together with no air space in between;  3) 
the joint and solder must be clean.  Prior to soldering, flux all surfaces well with 
the proper flux to prevent oxidation, which can inhibit solder flow; and 4) all 
pieces being soldered should reach soldering temperature simultaneously.  
(Boulder Bouncer 04/07; source: www.riogrande.com) 
Tumbling Stones:   (by Steve Henegar) My experience with tumbling stones 
leads me to the conclusion that rotary tumblers are best for shaping rough 
stones.  Tumblers with larger barrels seem to do the best job of smoothing the 
rough edges.  Vibratory tumblers are quicker but don't remove enough material to 
smooth the stones in the grinding stages.  Either tumbler can be used for the 
sanding stages using medium grits.  I do prefer the vibratory tumbler to polish 
stones.  I polish dry using ground corncob as a polish carrier.  A daily two-second 
blast of a greaseless lubricant or WD40 helps keep polishing action going.  (via 



West Seattle Petroglyphs 02/07; via show-me Geode 06/01; via Rock Rollers 
08/05) 
From Snoopy Gems, May 2007 
 
   
THANKS!  THANKS!  THANKS!  To those of you who entered something in the 
Fair or who went to demonstrate your lapidary skills comes a special thanks.  
The Fair Ladies look forward each year to having us participate, and those 
attending see what the Montgomery Gem and Mineral Society is all about.  Each 
member who entered an item got ribbons and congratulations to them.  Begin 
thinking now if you would like for us to continue participating in the Fair in the 
future.  It will be brought up early next year.     
 

 
 

    CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS   PPPAAARRRTTTYYY 
Capitol Heights United Methodist Church dining hall has been reserved for our 
annual Christmas party on Friday, December 12.  Mark your calendars now and 
more information will follow closer to the time.    Iris McGehee 

 
HELLO, ROCKHOUNDS! 

 October has been a very busy month for me. Thad Cheatham, Jeff “The 
Stone Hunter” Edwards and I have been continuing our search for sites suitable 
for a group of rock hounds to go on collecting trips.  Our recent research into 
some out-of-print books detailing mineral deposits in this part of the country leads 
us to the Ashland area of Clay County.  We chose that county because of the 
many locations said to exist.  Although we spent the entire day one Saturday 
(even enlisting the help of local law enforcement), we didn’t have much luck.  But 
we will keep trying. 

I also made the trip to another SFMS sponsored William Holland School 
session to study Lost Wax Casting where I set an uncut red garnet crystal into a 
man’s ring which I designed and cast in 14K gold.. During that week-long class. I 
also carved a woman’s ring in wax which I then cast in silver with the intention of 
setting a blue star quartz (the official state gemstone of Alabama).  I had hoped 
to use it as part of my display of Alabama gemstones at our December show.  
But once I had the silver ring in my hand, it wanted a much darker stone (I will try 
to cut one of our native tourmalines for the purpose.)  Then I tried a melted wax 
technique to approximate the look of coral to create the prongs to set a petrified 
coral polyp.  I will have all for your inspection at our next meeting. 

 Wilburn Sharp gave me a stone he collected from the Lake Martin area to 
use in my December display.  It is a block of whitish massive quartz with an odd 
black stone embedded in it. The black portion is about the size of a tangerine.  I 
took that stone with me to William Holland hoping for help in identifying it.  
Educated guesses ranged from a deformed iron garnet to magnetite.  My first 



impression was that it is true onyx: a cryptocrystalline quartz mass stained black 
by magnesium and I still think that that is its mostly likely identity.  I will bring it to 
our upcoming meeting for your help too. 

 
Thad Cheatham, Julie Tatum, and I made the trip to the DMC field trip at 

Hogg Mine this weekend (The Stone Hunter couldn’t come). We arrived an hour 
late due to confusion over time zone, but there was still staff on-hand to sell 
tickets and give advice.  When we arrived at the mine, there were about a 
hundred vehicles in the parking lot.  With two or more people to each car, I have 
to say that although it was a very large crowd, it did not seem so.  The weather 
was perfect and everyone was smiling and in a very cordial mood.  Several 
vendors had set-up tables selling anything from facet rough to mineral specimens 
to cold soft drinks and barbeque sandwiches and all had the gift of gab.  We had 
a great day until they finally chased us away at closing time.  Julie took pictures 
and, although they are visible as thumbnails, mostly only the pictures of me are 
actually in the camera. (That camera has good taste!)  



 
Hogg Mine near LaGrange, GA was originally opened prior to World War II 

as a mine producing kaolin clay for fine porcelain manufacture and for high grade 
mica to be used in the manufacture of vacuum tube electronics.  Later, it was 
mined for its beryllium bearing beryl crystals for use in nuclear reactor research.  
Some facetable material has been found infrequently.  We even met a gentleman 
who had a few examples of cut stones from the area. 

The mine is divided into three main areas.  A few small mounds indicate 
the tailings site of the beryllium mine and, with careful shifting, a few people were 
lucky enough to find broken beryl crystals, most showing fine crystal faces and all 
showing beautiful blue and green colors. Another small area where people were 
breaking large rocks into smaller ones often times revealing black tourmaline 
either singly or in clusters, each ranging in size from peas to as large as your 
thumb.  

A dirt road winds over a hill and leads onto a larger open pit area which is 
the primary deposit of rose quartz and fine large books of green mica.  Before we 
even crested the top of the rise, we could hear the pings and clangs of rock 
hammers and shovels against stone.  When the mine came into view it was 
literally filled with over a hundred people all happily banging away at the pink 
rock.  I had a vivid recollection of the scene from Sleeping Beauty wherein the 
dwarves are also happily banging away, working in their mine. (Remember? All 
the stones they were mining were already faceted!)   Then one of the dwarves 
shouts “Hi HOOOOO!” and the others join in the song as they make their way 
home.  



Well, I had to resist the temptation to sing out a loud “Hi- HOOO!” of my 
own.  Although I thought better of it, I’m fairly certain that the whole happy group 
would have paused in their work long enough for a verse or two.  

Don’t forget our meeting this month is on the 13th. We will be going over 
plans for our upcoming show and we will be nominating (and voting for) officers. 

See you there,   
Frank Rowell  
________________________________________________________________ 

     

KNAPPING DEMONSTRATION      
Alton “Sonny” Hall did a knapping demonstration on November 1 at the Soule 
Live Stream Festival.  Thanks for representing Montgomery Gem & Mineral Club 
at the same time. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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SHOW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

   
 

Planning is getting urgent for our 2008 Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show 
December 5th – 7th.  It takes a lot of time and hard work by a lot of people to put it 
on, but it is also a lot of fun.  It helps educate the public about our hobby in its 
various aspects and is our primary source of income.        

   2007 show 

2007 show 



Following the business session at the November meeting, we will be devoting the 
program time to finalizing plans for the show.  The show begins with the set up of 
the dealers’ dinner and the showcases on Thursday morning, December 4th, at 
9:00 a.m. and concludes after the show ends at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday night, 
December 7th.  Each member is expected to commit work time, not only at the 
dealers’ dinner, but also at least 2 hours, preferably more (if possible, and it 
doesn’t have to be consecutively) during the weekend at the information table 
and/or the demonstration table.  We need everyone’s cooperation in making the 
show a success. 

     
The hours of the show will be:  Friday – 9:00-6:00 (Students’ Day – 9:00-

2:00); Saturday – 10:00-6:00; and Sunday – 11:00-5:00.  Please choose the 
hours you will agree to work and be prepared to sign up for the information 
and/or demonstration tables at the meeting.  IF YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE 
AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING, please notify Iris McGehee at 262-7275 when 
you can work.  Also, write the time down when you agree to work (forms will be 
available at the meeting).  Everyone involved is too busy during the weekend to 
phone you to remind you of your obligations. 

Becky Fetzer will be handling the dealers’ dinner this year.  The dinner will 
be at 6:00 on Thursday, December 4th.  The club will provide the meat, potato 
salad and bread.  We will be serving approximately 150 people, so plan to 
prepare large enough servings (double or triple recipes) to help feed this number.  
Plan to bring a casserole or dessert.  We naturally need more casseroles than 
desserts.  If you cannot cook a casserole, Sunday Dinner has a large variety at 
reasonable prices that you might purchase.  Also, if you cannot cook and do not 
want to purchase a casserole to bring, we will need tea (both sweetened and 
unsweetened) and lemonade.  Sign up at the meeting what you will bring.  Here 
again, if YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING,  call 
Becky at 271-6849 and let her know what you can be depended on to bring.  
THESE DISHES NEED TO BE AT THE COLISEUM NO LATER THAN 5:30 ON 
DECEMBER 4TH. 



 
We have 15 showcases that need your “Treasure Display”.  Make plans to 

put something in a case.  These will be judged during the show and ribbons will 
be awarded.  The size of each showcase is:  31 inches long, 12 ½  inches high, 
and 11 ¼ inches deep.  Some of you have beautiful mineral specimens, beading, 
wire wrapped jewelry, gem trees, cabochons, faceted stones, fossils, 
arrowheads, or any lapidary art items, so plan to display to the public what you 
can do.  When others see these items on display, it might create an interest in 
joining the Club.  Remember to label items put in the cases, so everyone can see 
exactly what the item is that you are displaying.  These cases MUST BE FILLED 
BEFORE THE SHOW OPENS ON FRIDAY AT 9:00.  Hope to see you at the 
meeting on November 13th.     Iris McGehee 
 

 Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes October 9 , 2008 
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell.   
The September Minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget with 
the exception of a correction in refreshment providers which should have read 
David and Morning Sherrod.   
The question was raised about a member's show schedule not being in the 
minutes.  It was explained that members' show schedules are not normally in the 
minutes, but should be submitted to Linda Griebel, Editor of the Golden Nugget.  



The Treasurer's Report was read by Iris McGehee, which was approved and filed 
with the secretary.  
The field trip to the Georgiana area, which was announced last month is 
Saturday, October 11.  Details were discussed and Frank strongly advised to be 
prepared to get dirty and muddy.  He also advised to bring sunscreen.   
Frank has prepared an excellent brochure on the club outlining its purpose and 
activities.   
Helen Kerby now has obtained  the password for the website and will update it.  
It was suggested that a gem and mineral kit be given to Hooper Academy.  This 
was approved by the membership.  Terry Fetzer will order the kit for Jr, High and 
up.   
The program for January will be Show and Tell.   
Refreshments were furnished by Betty and James Anderson and Julie Tatum.  
Chad Cheatham gave interesting information on maps and other items that are 
available from the University of Alabama.  Several members contributed also.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
A New Economy of the English 

Language 
courtesy of Snoopy Gems, November 2008 

 
A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 

Dijon vu – the same mustard as before. 
Shotgun wedding: A case of wife or death. 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell? 

Reading while sunbathing makes you well red. 
When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I. 

A bicycle can’t stand on its own, because it is two 
tired. 

What’s the definition of a will? (It’s a dead give 
away.) 

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 
In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your 

count votes. 
She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg 

but broke it off. 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 

If you don’t pay your exorcist, you get repossessed. 
With her marriage, she got new name and a dress 
When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds. 
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully 

recovered. 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it. 

Local Area Network in Australia: the LAN down 
under. 

Every calendar’s days are numbered. 



A lot of money is tainted – it taint yours and it taint 
mine. 

A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 
He had a photographic memory that was never 

developed. 
A midget fortune-teller who escapes from prison is a 

small medium at large. 
Those who get too big for their britches will be 

exposed in the end. 
Once you’ve seen one shopping centre, you’ve seen a 

mall. 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 

Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses. 
Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

(From SCRIBE, Vol. 32, No. 4, Oct-Dec 2008) 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SE SHOWS 
(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 

Nov 7-9--PASCAGOULA, MS, Civic Ctr Bldg, Jackson Co Fairgrounds, Short Cut 
Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission - John M. Wright (228) 875-
9192; osjbw@datasync.com 
Nov 8-9--MELBOURNE, FL, Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd; Sat. 
10-5, Sun. 10-5; admission $4; John Almasi, (321) 956-9742, almasij@fit.edu 
Nov 14-16--MORGANTON, NC, Morganton Parks and Recreation Dept.; Collett 
Street Recreation Center, 300 Collett St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults 
$2, children $1;  Gary W. Leonhardt (828) 439-1866; 
gleonhardt@ci.morganton.nc.us 
Nov 21-23--MARIETTA, GA: Cobb County Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy.; 
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; Jim Haege, (770) 689-9376;  
jhaege@granquartz.com 
28-30--COLUMBIA, SC; South Carolina State Museum, 301 Gervais St.; Fri. 10-
6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $5, Military and seniors (62+) $4, children 12 and 
under free.  Columbia Gem & Mineral Society, (803) 736-9317; www.cgams.org; 
www.southcarolinastatemuseum.org 
28-30--MOBILE, AL: Greater Gulf State Fairgrounds, Cody Rd. and Ziegler Rd.; 
Fri. 2-7, Sat. 9-6; Sun. 10-5; Doug Shaw, (251) 344-9986 
Dec 13-14--NASHVILLE, TN; Tennessee State Fairgrounds; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $3, students (12-17) $1, children 12 and under free; John Stanley, (615) 
885-5704;  jstanley@picagroup.com; or Steve Henegar, (615) 896-1472; 
stevehenegar@bellsouth.net 
Dec 13-14--NORCROSS, GEORGIA: North Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 
Jeurgens Ct.; Sat. 9-7, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, under 16 free; Richard & Janice 
Hightower, (478) 935-9345;  
Dec 19-21--GREENSBORO, NC: Greensboro Coliseum, 1425 W. Lee St.; Fri. 2-
7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $3, seniors $1, children free; Joe Maguire (336) 
288-7452 



   Southeast Federation Field Trips       
Jackson's Crossroads Amethyst Mine, 9 am, Dec 6 - $15.00 a person 
Amethyst and quartz crystals and clusters. Some in matrix. Some facetable. 
Children under 12 not permitted  at this site.  Bring sledge hammers, safety 
glasses, screen, spade, shovel, drinks. 
George Libby Field Trip Chair   770-978-2117 C 678-910-7476  
Onsiteinatlanta@yahoo.com  

________________________________________________________________ 

Club Officers for 2008  

President:  Frank Rowell     277-7023 1st V P:      vacant 
2nd V P:     David Sherrod   285-5537 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817 
Treasurer:  Iris McGehee     262-7275 Directors:    Jim Gaines   285-1988 &  
        Mel Barkley  277-2722 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems 
and minerals along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest 
to our members.  Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of 
us to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others 
enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to contribute, the Golden Nugget 
cannot meet this latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2008 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items 
that are specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may 
be freely copied.  Please give credit to The Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 
Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show replaces the 
December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  
Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are 
announced at monthly meetings.  Membership dues are $12.00 for individuals 
and $18.00 for families residing in the same household. 



    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed 
without profit or payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in 
receiving this information. 
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