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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOORRNNEERR                        

When:  November 12, 2009 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
Time:  7:00 P M 
What:  Annual Club Business Meeting and SHOW Planning Session 

 
                                                                                                                             

 

REFRESHMENTS                                                       
Drinks: Harold Glover  Snacks: Chela & Cathy Kirkland 

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center.  Sign up to bring refreshments in 2010 at the November 
meeting. 
 

���������������������������	
�	�� ���	
�	�����	
�	�����	
�	���
������ �
�������
�������
������ �
13 Jeffrey McClellan 28 Annette Graves 

 

TTTHHHEEE   
GGGOOOLLLDDDEEENNN   
NNNUUUGGGGGGEEETTT      

November 2009 
09-11 



 

2 
 

Hello Rockhounds, 
   Jeff Edwards and I took some of our best specimens of rocks, 

minerals and fossils, all found in Alabama, to display and expound upon at the 
Creative Living Exhibits Building during the recent Alabama National Fair week. 
We located the club’s assigned table (though not in its usual location) where we 
thoughtfully and artfully arranged our collections to best reveal their beauty and 
to indicate type and locations of origin. We set out our new shiny red club sign 
created by Jane Barkley, our club brochures, and the flyers for our upcoming 
show. Then we prepared ourselves to educate and enthrall the general public on 
the joys of rock hounding generally and rock hounding with our club specifically. 

As always there was a cooking competition in progress between our 
position and the exit to the parking lot but unlike years past, one side of the pass 
through to the exits had been roped off, to allow judging apparently. Although 
annoying to passers-by I assumed this would be to our advantage as anyone 
attempting to use that route to leave would be forced to backtrack, passing our 
location again and giving us a second opportunity to pique their interest in our 
club and hobby. Previous years had proven this to be very easy and requiring no 
second chances. But as the minutes clicked by we weren’t having much luck 
enticing anyone to stop, look, inquire.  

The display and demonstration tables all sit within areas demarked by 
white picket fences; the tables being shorter than the fence. Perhaps our fence 
was obstructing the view of our treasures? So Jeff and I spent another few 
minutes rearranging our beauties to better height and waited anxiously for the 
crowds to gather. We waited in vain. 

Paying more attention now, I began to notice a disturbing trend among 
people as they passed our table. Most of them fixed us with quizzical 
expressions, some with amusement, some with open distaste. On their rebound 
trips (caused by the rope) any attempt by us to speak or make eye contact only 
caused them to hurry past.  

Now MY interest was piqued!  
I began to pay even closer attention; to study each face as they passed. In 

every one it was the same. Idling by, everyone who looked our way looked at Jeff 
and me (pleasant enough), then glanced above and behind us. There! That flash 
of emotion! Then another quick look at us with puzzlement (or worse!). 

 Completely apart from the others in the common area where our table 
had always been before, our table sat alone in its own little fenced area. When 
we first went in and sat down there to work I was only vaguely aware that behind 
us there was a large display already occupying the space. I turned now to 
actually look  at the display for the first time. 

A 9ft tall lattice stood behind us, festooned with artificial ivy, an enormous 
amount of sparkly crinoline, and pictures; wedding portraits, family portraits, 
groups of smiling children. In front of that was a tall table (MUCH taller than 
ours!) heavily laden with several very large floral arrangements, all liberally 
studded with sugared frosted fruits and the like. I realized with a mixture of horror 
and amusement that Jeff and I, dressed more like backwoodsmen than the 
average Joe, were being mistaken as Wedding Planners!!  
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I pointed all this out to Jeff, then after coaching him to crawl back out from 
under the table, we determined we would move. The Ladies of the Sewing Circle 
were across the fence in the large common space next to us (were our table 
usually was) and as they didn’t appear to be that numerous, there were many 
empty tables there. We quickly devised a plan to move somewhere that had no 
pre-existing “theme.” 

As I opened the gate and moved into their area one of the Ladies 
intercepted me to ask if she could “help” me. I told her what I’d planned. She said 
that they were going to need those tables, even though I could see they were all 
congregated around only two or three. Several other of the Ladies began to 
gather around us, watching, calm but steely-eyed. Suddenly their numbers 
seemed much greater than I’d originally estimated. Some had scissors! I began 
to perspire. From over the fence Jeff‘s eyes were darting around the room. Was 
he planning an escape route? Alone?  More Ladies appeared.   

With as much dignity as I could muster I beat a hasty retreat back to 
Wedding Planner HQ.  

In the best interest of The MG&MS Jeff and I decided we would make the 
best of a bad situation. Since I’m a fairly imposing figure (read “big and fat” here) 
I stood up to block as much of the offending glitter as possible and I began to 
pounce (figuratively) on the passers-by before they could catch sight of  it. “Hey! 
Do you like rocks?!” Well, it must have worked. We finally began to have people 
stop and talk. We passed out some flyers and brochures. We networked. 
Generally I’d classify the afternoon a success. But a demo at the fair, like war, is 
geographical. Like real estate, it is all about location. We can do better.  

This among others will be the subjects of our next meeting. It is hard to 
believe but the year two thousand and nine has slipped away and we find 
ourselves preparing for the 39th Annual Gem and Mineral Show of the 
Montgomery Gem and Mineral Society. We have a lot to discuss. Please make 
every effort to attend. 

See you soon,  
Frank Rowell 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

REMEMBER to bring recent acquisitions to the monthl y meeting so other 
members can experience a variety of different mater ials. 

_______________________________________________________  
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
A special thanks go to the following members for attending the Alabama National 
Fair and demonstrating your lapidary arts:  Stan and Betty Stevens, Jeff 
Edwards, Frank Rowell, Becky and Terry Fetzer, Drucilla Hornsby, Linda Lord, 
Linda Griebel and Mike Berkman, and Iris McGehee.  Congratulations go to all 
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who entered something in the Fair and won ribbons for your article(s).  A special 
congratulations, Stan Stevens, for winning The Best of the Fair Award for 
ceramics.                      
Iris McGehee  

  
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Greetings fellow rock hounds, 
           Morning and I would like to express our gratitude to the Montgomery Gem 
and Mineral Society for sponsoring our recent trip to the William Holland School 
and encourage all members to take advantage of the scholarship offer. The 
instructors are top rate and the experience and knowledge gained goes a long 
way towards enhancing the enjoyment of the craft you chose.  The intermediate 
silver class I attended was taught by Nancy English who allowed us to “do our 
own thing" after completing a couple of class projects. Nancy is very helpful with 
techniques and tips that you just don't learn own your own. The atmosphere in 
class was relaxed and you can proceed at your own pace according to your skill 
level. Some of the works completed by fellow class members were truly amazing. 
Morning attended the fused glass taught by Addy Depietro. With just three 
students and no waiting on a kiln Morning was really able to let those creative 
juices flow.(oh my aching checkbook !!)  Morning’s work will be on display in her 
showcase at the December show. (no preview, sorry). She said that a workshop 
on fused glass at our house was something she would like to try in the upcoming 
year if Frank will allow the use of his kiln.                                                                                             
           Wednesday class is out at noon and you can scout around as you like. 
Morning and I traveled to Franklin, NC via the Nantahala National Forest and the 
scenery was spectacular. The road was framed by vivid colors and mountain 
vistas that changed at every turn. Once in Franklin we visited the Ruby City rock 
shop which is worth the trip just to see the museum display which was started by 
the current owner’s grandfather.  
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 Some of the highlights include a 385 lb corundum crystal (sapphire) from 
the nearby Cowee valley, massive slabs of rhodocrosite from Argentina, and a 
giant root ball and stump of petrified palm wood from the Texas Louisiana border. 
On the way back we happened to see a sign advertising an art glass studio and 
decided to visit. After following a narrow winding road for approximately 2 miles 
we came upon what appeared to be a private residence nestled in the hills. After 
almost turning around and leaving we noticed the glow from a large kiln thru the 
downstairs window. When we entered David Goldhagan was hard at work 
blowing a colorful glass vase and it was truly fascinating to watch the whole 
process from 10 feet away. When he finished David answered our questions and 
gave us and another couple a "tour" of his workshop and some of his works in 
progress. When asked how much propane he used per month his response was 
“less than McDonalds”.  
 This is a do not miss if you are in the Young Harris area. Another area of 
interest for those looking for a little exercise is the Lake Chatuga State Park. It is 
about a 10 minute drive from the school and features a paved trail through the 
woods and over an earthen dam. A round trip on the path is approximately 3 
miles. 
           Thanks again for the scholarships,  
 David and Morning Sherrod 
����
��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������
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 Planning is getting urgent for our 2009 Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show 
December 4th – 6th.  It takes a lot of time and hard work by a lot of people to put it 
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on, but it’s also a lot of fun.  It helps educate the public about our hobby in its 
various aspects and is our primary source of income. 
 Following the business session on November 12th, we will be devoting the 
program time to finalizing plans for the show.  The show begins with the set up of 
the dealers’ dinner and the showcases on Thursday morning, December 3rd at 
9:00 a.m. and concludes after the show ends at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday night, 
December 6th.  Each member is expected to commit work time, not only at the 
dealers’ dinner, but also at least 2 hours, preferably more (if possible, and 
doesn’t have to be consecutively) during the weekend at the information table, 
Wheel of Fortune, and/or demonstration table.  We need everyone’s cooperation 
in making the show a success. 

 photo from 2008 show 
The hours of the show will be   

·  Friday – 9:00-6:00 (Students’ Day –9:00-2:00) 
·  Saturday – 10:00- 6:00 
·  Sunday--11:00-5:00 

Please choose the hours you will agree to work and be prepared to sign up at the 
meeting.  IF YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING, 
please notify Iris McGehee at 262-7275 when you can  work.    Also, write the 
time down when you agree to work (forms will be available at the meeting).  
Everyone involved is too busy during the weekend to phone you to remind you of 
your obligations. 
 Morning Sherrod will be handling the dealers’ dinner this year.  The dinner 
will be at 6:00 on Thursday, December 3rd.  The club will provide the meat, cole 
slaw, potato salad and bread.  We will be serving approximately 150 people, so 
plan to prepare large enough servings (double or triple recipes) to help feed this 
number.  Plan to bring a casserole or dessert.  We naturally need more 
casseroles than desserts.  If you cannot cook a casserole, Sunday Dinner has a 
large variety at reasonable prices that you might purchase.  Also, if you cannot 
cook and do not want to purchase a casserole to bring, we will need tea (both 
sweetened and unsweetened) and lemonade.  Sign up at the meeting what you 
will bring.  Here again - IF  YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE AT THE NOVEMBER 
MEETING, call Morning at 322-1400, or David at 201-4460 and let Morning  
know what you can be depended on to bring.  Please leave a message if no one 
is available to answer your call.  THESE DISHES NEED TO BE AT THE 
COLISEUM NO LATER THAN 5:30 ON DECEMBER 3 th.   
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 We have 15 showcases that need your “Treasure Display”.  Make plans to 
put something in a case.  These will be judged during the show and ribbons will 
be awarded.  The size of each showcase is:  31 inches long, 12 ½ inches high, 
and 11 ¼ inches deep.  Some of you have beautiful mineral specimens, beading, 
wire wrapped jewelry, gem trees, cabochons, faceted stones, fossils, 
arrowheads, or any lapidary art items, so plan to display to the public what you 
can do.  When others see these items on display, it might create an interest in 
joining the club.  Remember to label items put in the cases, so everyone can see 
exactly what the item is that you are displaying.   
These cases MUST BE FILLED BEFORE THE SHOW OPENS ON  FRIDAY AT 
9:00. 

 
showcases from 2008 show 

 Hope to see you at the meeting on November 12th.       
 Iris McGehee                                                       
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������

 
SHOP REMINDER 

The shop will be opened only by appointment .  Please email or call any of the 
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop workdate: Frank Rowell, 
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover.  NOTE: the shop will no longer 
be open on a regularly scheduled basis. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________ 

 
Links to check out 

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/ 
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/ 
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.html 
 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml  
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html 
Al Mineral Locality Index  
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http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA  
GIA 
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm 
Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page 
Gold in quartz rock: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bkwm2LW6UI&feature=related�
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���

                                          
SE SHOWS (for other areas, click on 

http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 
 >Nov 13-15--MORGANTON, NC: Collett Street Recreation Center, 300 Collett 
St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $3, students and children $2; Gary W. 
Leonhardt, P.O. Box 3448, Morganton, NC 28680, (828) 439-1866; 
gleonhardt@ci.morganton.nc.us 
>Nov 13-15--ORLANDO, FL; Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial Dr.; 
Fri. 1-8, Sat. 10-8, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, student $2, children under 12 free with 
paying adult; James Johnstone, (407) 625-6336; jj030@msn.com; 
www.thumblicker.com 
>Nov 13-15--PASCAGOULA, MS: 19th annual show, Civic Center Bldg., Jackson 
County Fairgrounds; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission- John M. 
Wright, 3304 Nottingham Rd., Ocean Springs, MS 39564, (228) 875-9192; 
osjbw@datasync.com 
>Nov 14--RICHMOND, VA: Ridge Baptist Church Meeting Hall, 1515 E. Ridge 
Rd.; Sat. 9-3; free admission; Murray Rosenberg, (804) 740-0019, or Carl Miller, 
(804) 310-8762 
>Nov 20-22--MARIETTA, GA: Cobb County Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy.; 
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; Mary Ingram, (770) 427-1108; 
mandmingram@comcast.net; www.cobbcountymineral.org 
>Nov 21-22--FAIRFAX, VA: George Mason University, Student Union II Bldg., 
Braddock Rd. and Rte. 123; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $4, seniors and students 
(13-17) $3, children 12 and under and Scouts in uniform free; Tom Taaffe, (703) 
281-3767;  rockcllctr@aol.com 
>Nov 21-22--WEST PALM BEACH, Americraft Expo Center, South Florida 
Fairgrounds, 9067 Southern Blvd.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $7, children under 
12 free; Barbara Ringhiser, (561) 588-5458; bar5678@aol.com; or Ellen Jean, 
(931) 372-8236; ellenjean24@charter.net; www.gemandmineral.cc 
>Nov 27-29--COLUMBIA, SC: South Carolina State Museum, 301 Gervais St.; 
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $7, military $6, seniors (62 and older) $5, 
children 12 and under free; Sue Shrader, P.O. Box 6333, Columbia, SC 29260, 
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(803) 736-9317; ashrader@mindspring.com; or 
www.southcarolinastatemuseum.org 
>Nov 27-29--MOBILE, AL: Gulf State Fairgrounds, Cody Rd. and Zeigler Blvd.; 
Fri. 2-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; contact Jerry Shirey, 2911 Pretty Branch Dr. W, 
Mobile, AL 36618, (251) 786-4777; rockhoundjs@aol.com 
>Nov 27-29--ST. PETERSBURG, Coliseum Ballroom, 535 4th Ave. N; Fri. 10-5, 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, 
FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; frankcox@comcast.net; 
www.frankcoxproductions.com 
>Dec 4-6--MONTGOMERY, AL - Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society; Garrett 
Coliseum, 1555 Federal Dr.; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free admission; door 
prizes, demonstrations; contact Jane Barkley, 740 N. Georgetown Dr., 
Montgomery, AL 36109, (334) 277-2733; e-mail: GoldenNugget@hotmail.com; 
Web site: http://montgomerygemandmineralsociety.org/show.aspx 
>Dec 4-6--SARASOTA, 801 N. Tamiami Tr. (Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, 
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202 
>Dec 11-13--NORCROSS, GA: North Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 Jeurgens Ct.; 
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, under 16 free; Richard Hightower, 7334 
Quail Run Rd., Lizella, GA 31052, (478) 935-9345; staff@mammothrock.com; 
www.mammothrock.com 
>Dec 12-13--DERIDDER, LA: Show; Beauregard Parish Fair Exhibit Hall, 610 
West Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, military free with current ID Sun., 
children under 12 free; Adam Valin, (337) 585-3693; avalin1@bellsouth.net 
>Dec 12-13--NASHVILLE, TN - Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nolensville Rd. 
and Smith Ave.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, students $1, children free; John 
Stanley, 2828 Donna Hill Dr., Nashville, TN 37214, (615) 885-5704; 
jstanley@picagroup.com; www.MTGMS.org 

    

Southeast Federation Field Trips  
**Nov 21, 2009 - 9:30 Central (Sharp!) Dale Hollow Lake, Byrdstown, TN.  
Agatized Crinoid stems and heads, agatized plates of exposed crinoids material 
and geodes.  
Travis Paris nuggetnose@comcast.net  865-691-8228 Daniel Miller 
dmillerspe@aol.com  865-494-9700 
**December 05, 2009 10:00 am  Fort Drum Crystal Mine, Fort Drum, 
Okeechobee County, FL  
FEE AREA $20 per adult Children : 12-16 $10, under 12 FREE - Calcite in fossil 
clams, fossil shells in the Nashua and Tamiami formation limestone (1.8 to 3 
million years old). Also, sharks teeth and bone fragments have been found. 
Darryl Taylor, rockhound531@yahoo.com 772-633-4423 
Laurie Soccico, harleydeluxe@bellsouth.com  561-441-6499   
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������
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President:   Frank Rowell        277-7023 1st V P/Programs: Thad Cheatham 462-3254 
2nd V P/Field Trips: Jeff  Edwards 312-0572 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh      272-1817 
Treasurer:        Iris McGehee         262-7275 Directors:   Jim Gaines        285-1988  
              Mel Barkley       277-2722 
Board meetings are at 6:30 pm immediately before the monthly meetings. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with news about club, 
state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us 
to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing 
to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their 
authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please give credit to The Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The annual gem show replaces the December 
meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend.  Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at 
various locations.  These are announced at monthly meetings.  Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 
for families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and 
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to those who have 
expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
  
 
 
 
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801  
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem & 
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL 

Linda R. Griebel, Editor 
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


