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When:  October 9, 2008 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
What:  Surprise! 
 
 

                       REFRESHMENTS    
 
Drinks: the Andersons  Snacks: J. Tatum 
Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center. Refreshments for remainder of 2008: 
 Drinks  Snacks   
Nov J. Gaines the Kirklands 
 
 
 

          
 
    Check out Hubble telescope photos set to music: 
http://www.greatdanepro.com/somewhere%20in%20time/index.htm 
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Hello Rockhounds, 

As I pointed out in last month’s letter, our December show is very close.  
Please start thinking of new and spectacular displays for one (or more) of our 
display cases.  If you’ve made a display in the past that was particularly nice, 
please consider doing it again.  We’d love to see it. 

Special thanks to David Sherrod for his excellent presentation on 
Silversmithing during our August club meeting.  David had a large assortment of 
tools and materials used to fabricate silver, all available for hands-on.  Then he 
gave an up close demonstration of forming and soldering, producing two silver 
earrings while we watched and asked questions.  I’ve had several club members 
comment to me that his was the best presentation they had seen to date.  Good 
work, David, and thanks again! 

I would also like to give a very special thank you to Thad Cheatham for his 
great presentation at our club meeting on September 11th.  Thad brought some of 
his extensive and impressive collection of fossils, minerals, and Native American 
artifacts - all collected from within a 60-mile radius of Montgomery.  He had 
faceted quality smoky quartz, an Indian trade pipe, petrified wood, and a fairly 
huge assortment of fossils among many other things.  I’m sure I’m not alone in 
my envy of his spectacular collection.  Thad, thanks for sharing them with us. 

This month I’ve made two really fun collecting trips to a small creek in 
Butler County to hunt Paleozoic fossils.  Cedar Creek near Greenville, Alabama 
is a well-known and productive site for finding early Cambrian specimens, most 
notably nautiloids, other cephalopods, and early bi-valves.  Many of the nautiloids 
from this locale have crystalline calcite or pyrite centers where their soft tissues 
once were. 

The crew of four on the first trip consisted of our own intrepid explorers 
Jeff Edwards and Thad Cheatam, our own long lost Randy Hirst, and me.  We hit 
the creek at about 10 am after a pleasant 45-minute drive to Greenville and a bit 
of a misadventure in the Wal-Mart parking lot.  (Randy’s SUV wouldn’t start; 
apparently running the headlights and radio for thirty minutes with the motor shut 
off will do that.)  Cedar creek is very clean and unsullied and a pleasure to walk.  
The going is a bit rough sometimes as the “knobbly” creek bottom is actually the 
host limestone in most places.  

Often times that creek bed itself held some of the most desirable 
specimens, still embedded in the mother rock.  It was a real temptation not to 
take a rock hammer to them, but, should they have broken, that would have 
spoiled them to no particular end. There is really no need since there are LOTS 
of really fine specimens just lying loose in the rubble of the bed.  We came out of 
the creek about four and half hours later, dirty, wet and tired, but loaded with 
great specimens.  

SUCH great specimens in fact that upon seeing them one of my co-
workers, Greg “Lumpy” Lumpkin expressed interest in going himself (a new club 
member?).  So, he and I packed up again and made a return trip to the Cedar 
last Saturday.  Although it had been predicted by some that our trip would be 
unproductive since the creek had so recently been “walked” by such a good 



team, this second trip was really even more productive than the first.  We came 
out loaded down with as much as we could carry, though more specimens were 
left behind than were carried out.  I’ll have my haul available for your inspection 
at our next meeting. 

See you there, Frank Rowell 
 

 
 
 

Trekking Cedar Creek 
 
 
 



 
Cambrian specimen 



 
 

At day’s end … 
 
 

 
 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY                                        

2 Wilburn Sharp 
3 Steven Easterling 
7 Jean McDonald 

9 Mel Barkley 
 

 
20 Deidra Hahn 

26 Alton Hall 
28 Linda Boyd 

31 Mike Berkman
 
 
 



 

PHILMONT 
By Steven Easterling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Sorry, the photo Steven sent would not take – it will be sent separately.) 
 
 
 
 This past summer I went to an exciting place called the Philmont Scout 
Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico. Philmont is one of the three High Adventure 
Bases in America.  It took us five days to get there.  The first night was horrible.  
We stayed at an air force base in Louisiana and that night some of us decided 
not to set up tents and sleep on the picnic tables. That was a huge mistake.  The 
mosquitoes were terrible and we couldn’t sleep outside or inside the cars. So we 
ended up pulling an all-nighter. 
 About a thousand miles later we were in the base camp in Philmont.  We 
spent one night there and the next day we would be on the trail.  Well, that day 
came and we had to get on a bus to take us to our starting point. Our bus driver 
was hilarious.  We had to wait on someone and about five minutes later we saw 
him at a far distance on crutches. So the bus driver yelled out, “Run Forrest, run!”  
Then she took a quick glance at him and said, “Oh wait, he’s crippled!  Hop 
Forrest, hop!”  That really made my day. 
 Five miles down the road we got off the bus and struggled to get our 
seventy pound packs on.  Then we started our long 57-mile trek. Well, I don’t 
want to get into great detail about the trip, but the next time you see me, just ask 
me about the trip and I will be happy to tell you about the bears, hailstorms, 
hypothermia, and other great stuff that happened to us. 

 Well, the main topic I wanted to get to was the quartz that I saw. One of 
the campsites was full of quartz.  Some were the size of my head.  I managed to 

bring back a couple of them.  It added probably ten pounds on my back, but it 
was worth it.  Overall, my trip out there was an experience that I will never forget. 

 
 
 
 



             
 

Enhanced, Treated, Heated, Dyed, Stabili zed, Created, Irradiated - FAKE? 
by Deborah Pfianz 

Gemstones and semiprecious stones have been fiddled with for centuries to 
make them more: colorful, more eye-catching, and easier to work.  This does not 
make them 'fake: however one should know what some-of those terms and 
treatments mean. 

Heat Treated this is the most common treatment and is as old as fire.  
Humans heated agate and jasper so as to be able to knap the stones for tools.  
Humans also heat gem materials to enhance, clarify or create color in a stone.  
Amethyst is heated for citrine and ametrine. Zircon is heated to clarify the stone 
to clear white.  Sapphires are heated to get the most amazing pinks and blues.  
Tigereye is turned blue or red. Carnelian turns orange-red. Aquamarine may go 
from green-blue to blue.  Rubies may lose a purplish tint. iolite may be turned a 
deep blue. It is also used to enhance the 'color change' gems such as tanzanite. 

Dyed this is also a very common practice.  Agate is dyed to get fancy 
pinks, purples, orange and blues eye catching and very saleable.  Chalcendony 
is often dyed: black is sold as onyx and green is sold as chrysoprase.  Howlite is 
often dyed to look like turquoise, lapis, sodalite and charite. Turquoise and 
jadeite are often dyed to enhance the natural color.  Alabaster, coral, banded 
calcite and marble are dyed to enhance their color or to imitate other 
semiprecious stones. 

Irradiation - while topaz is currently the most commonly irradiated 
gemstone (to get various shades and tones of blue) this is also how one gets 
those fabulously colored diamonds.  In fact diamond was the first gemstone 
colored treated with irradiation.  

Stabilized - Opals are often stabilized - either by a filling such as with 
Opticon resin (or similar agent) or by capping either as a doublet or triplet. 

Emerald has a long history of fracture filling due to its popularity and its 
tendency to be highly included and fractured.  While natural oils have traditionally 
been used for fillings and stabilization, modem synthetic resins are now being 
used, such as Opticon, which are more permanent than the natural oils were.  
Turquoise and coral are also stabilized in such a manner so as to make them a 
bit more durable. 

Created, this is a touchy subject for some folks.  Much like farmed pearls 
are real with a center of plastic or mother of pearl rather than sand.  They’re still 
real.  Still a pearl just helped to grow by a human.  Laboratory grown crystals of 
ruby, sapphire, diamond, emerald and star sapphire are real semiprecious 
stones.  They just weren't grown in the earth. 



 So what is the answer: Real or Fake?  This 'real vs fake' can be argued 
with all sides being technically correct.  That is not the most important information 
one can have.  The really important bit about this from a lapidary or jeweler's 
point of view is disclosure.  Does one know up front that the stone you are getting 
has been 'helped along' by the human touch?  Do you as a lapidary artist, gem 
smith, jeweler or craftsperson know what you are using? 
 The beauty and art that we create with these Stones is being helped along 
by our touch, much as it was to first get our attention. 

There is beauty in the knowing - be sure to share that with those around 
you. 

From Snoopy Gems, 11/2004, via The Quarry 10/04, via Rock 
Chipp 06/01 

  
 

Steven C. Minkin Paleozoic Footprint Site                    

    
 
The site, which is located in Walker County near Jasper, was formerly the Union 
Chapel Coal Mine. The significance of the mine was first discovered by an 
Oneonta High School science teacher when a student told him of the fossilized 
tracks he had found on the area. The teacher, who happened to be a member of 
the Alabama Paleontological Society, alerted other members of the significant 
fossils and their unusual abundance. 
Many experts in the field of ichnology, the study of fossilized tracks, have touted 
this area to be one of the best fossil trackway sites of the Pennsylvanian Period 
in the world. The fossilized tracks, dating back 310 million years, were created in 
the vast mudflats that covered the Jasper area when the ancient coastline 
reached far into the present-day inland areas. Since the discovery of the site, the 
Alabama Paleontological Society has collected and catalogued over 2,000 fossils 
of early Pennsylvanian-age amphibian trackways and other trace fossils. 
The State acquired the property in 2004. The site will be managed by the State 
Lands Division for scientific research and to promote educational programs about 
Alabama’s ancient history. For the present time, the site will be open only to 
scientists and scheduled school groups. 
The site was in jeopardy of being covered up due to the requirements of the 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1977, which mandates that vacated 
mines be restored to their original state. Through legislation introduced by 
Congressman Robert Aderholt and the concerted efforts of the Alabama 
Paleontological Society, Geological Survey of Alabama, New Acton Coal Co., 



and the Alabama State Lands Division, the Alabama Surface Mining Commission 
agreed to protect the area. 
The site is being renamed for the late Steven C. Minkin in recognition of his 
contribution to understanding Alabama’s paleontology and natural history. Minkin 
was a geologist and member of the Alabama Paleontological Society, Inc. He 
played an instrumental role in the recognition of the significance of this unusual 
resource.  
To view images of the fossils, visit http://bama.ua.edu/~rbuta/monog raph/. 
The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and enjoyment of Alabama’s natural resources 
through five divisions: Marine Police, Marine Resources, State Parks, State 
Lands, and Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries. To learn more about ADCNR visit 
www.outdooralabama.com. 
 

 
Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes 

September 11, 2008 
    The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell who asked for a 
minute of silence in observance of the the tragic loss 9-11-2001.    Chad 
Cheatham gave an interesting program on minerals and fossils of Alabama.   He 
mentioned that Alabama is rich in Indian artifacts. 
    The president appointed the following Nominating Committee:  
David Sherrod          Deirdra Hahn         Harold Glover 
    It was announced that the Alabama National Fair is October 3-12. 
Those who plan to demonstrate need to sign up so entrance tickets can be  
obtained.  It was noted that exhibit pick-up time is strictly observed. 
    Refreshments were provided by Linda Boyd, Cathy and Chula Kirkland. 
    The Minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget. 
     The treasurer's report was read by Iris McGehee, which was approved and 
filed with the secretary. 
    David Sherrod announ ced a field trip October 11.  He asked those 
planning to go to meet him at the Georgiana Chevron Station at 9:00 where 
he wil l lead them to below Point A Dam. ** 
    There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
     Mary Lou McHugh    Secretary                                                       
**I-65 South - Georgiana Exit  
 



                                              
 

     Time is fast approaching for our annual show that will be December 5-7.  This 
is our one money making project for the year, and we need the help of each and 
every member to make the show a success.  The dealers' dinner which takes 
place on Thursday evening before the show opens will need persons to help set 
up the dining area and everyone bringing casseroles and desserts to add to the 
meal.  The showcases and equipment also need to be transported to the 
Coliseum from the workshop and set up there.  Show cases will need to be filled 
with items to display during the show. 
    Our November meeting is used for making final plans for the show, however 
for the sake of our new members, it is important that you are aware of some 
things that need to be done. 
      Iris McGehee 

    CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS   PPPAAARRRTTTYYY 
Capitol Heights United Methodist Church dining hall has been reserved for our 
annual Christmas party on Friday, December 12.  Mark your calendars now and 
more information will follow closer to the time.    Iris McGehee 
 

 

SE SHOWS 
 

(for other areas, click on http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 
 
Oct 10-12--HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA -von Braun Center, 700 Monroe St.; Fri. 
10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; admission $2; Zoller, 3027 Flint Mill Run, Hampton 
Cove, AL 35763, (256) 534-8803;  Lzol@comcast.net; www.huntsvillegms.org 
Oct 11-12--ORLANDO, FLORIDA - Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. 
Colonial Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $4, children $1 - Valerie First, 223 
Ringwood Dr., Winter Springs, FL 32708, (407) 699-9274; vjfirst@aol.com; 
www.floridafossilhunters.com 
 



Oct 17-19--FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA - Macon County Community Bldg., 
U.S. 441 South; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $2, children under 12 free 
- Linda Harbuck, 425 Porter St., Franklin, NC 28734, (800) 336-7829; 
lindah@franklin-chamber.com; www.franklin-chamber.com 
 
Oct 24-26--HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA - Rockingham County Fairgrounds, 
Commercial Exhibits Bldg., 4808 S. Valley Pike (U.S. 11), between I-81 exit 240 
and 243; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $3, children under 16 free - Van 
Wimmer, 5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA 24153, (540) 384-6047; 
van@toteshows.com; www.toteshows.com 
 
Oct 25-26--TAMPA, FLORIDA - Florida State Fairgrounds, Entertainment Bldg.; 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, students (K-12) $3, 5 and under free with parent 
- Teri Foster, (352) 206-1306, or Tricia Lynn, (815) 751-6719; 
OperaTL@Hotmail.com 
 
Nov 1-2--STUART, FLORIDA - Martin County Fairgrounds; 2616 S.E. Dixie 
Hwy.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, children under 12 free, admission coupon 
on Web site - Norm Holbert, 455 S.W. Balfour Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL 34953, 
(772) 973-0787 - normholbert@bellsouth.net; www.slcrockandgem.org 
Nov 8-9--MELBOURNE, FLORIDA - Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, 
Sun. 10-5; admission $4; contact John Almasi, (321) 956-9742; almasij@fit.edu 
 

Southeast Federation Field Trips        
 
October 25, 2008 - Bayou Pierre River near Utica, Mississippi  
Agates, some petrified wood, jasper and chert fossils and possibly palm wood  
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Hubbard's Truck Stop on Highway slightly south of Utica. 
Take Highway 18 from I-20 in Jackson, going toward Raymond.  Hubbard Truck 
stop on your left, at the intersection of Hwy 18 and MS 27. It is approximately 30 
miles from Jackson to Utica. 
Janie Hand, 601-825-3989, or RockNGranny49@aol.com Betty James at 601-
914-6747 or mineralid@comcast.net  
 
November 1, 2008 - Hogg Mine outside LaGrange, in Troup County, GA 
Rose quartz, tourmaline, beryl, mica books, & quartz crystal.  Sign-in is from 8:30 
to 9:30 at Smiths Corner Store – 1231 Bartley Road – LaGrange  
(gps 32 57.296’n  85  1.130’w)   10:00 am – 4:00 pm. Adults - $ 17.00 & children 
under 18 are free 
 
�
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William Holland Federation week, October 12-18, is just about the perfect time to 
enjoy the fall foliage in the mountains. Please remind your members that room, 
board, classroom instruction and the camaraderie of rockhounds is included for 

the modest price of $310.00 per week. 
Classes range from wirecraft to faceting. A complete list of classes is found on 
the website: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wil liam-holland-retreat.html 
Denise Talbott 216 Springview St Murphy NC 28906 828-494-7213  
whregistrar@yahoo.com 
Pat Davis 4642 23 Ave N St Petersburg, FL 33713 727.323.2147 
whdirector@yahoo.com 
 
 

Club Off icers for 2008 
President:  Frank Rowell     277-7023 1st V P:      vacant 
2nd V P:     David Sherrod   285-5537 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817 
Treasurer:  Iris McGehee     262-7275 Directors:   Jim Gaines   285-1988     
          Mel Barkley  277-2722 
 
General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals 
along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most 
important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects 
and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to 
contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2008 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are 
specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please 
give credit to The Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The 
annual gem show replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is 
invited to attend.  Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are 
announced at monthly meetings.  Membership dues are $12.00 for individuals and $18.00 for 
families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or 
payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
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Official Voice of the Montgomery 
Gem & Mineral Society, 

Montgomery AL 
Linda R. Griebel, Editor 

thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 



 
 

    
  
  
  
 
 
The Golden Nugg et 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801 


