TH E October 2009

GOLDEN| —
NUGGET

PROGRAM CORNER

When: October 8, 2009

Where: Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL
Time: 7:00 P M

What: (Unknown by print time)

>>Be sure to make plans to attend the November 12th meeting which include the
planning session for the show as well as election of officers for 2010; at that time,
members volunteer to set up a display case with their rock and gem treasures, as
well as staff various functions of club responsibilities such as demonstrating
cabbing, faceting, wheel of fortune, and information table.

REFRESHMENTS
Drinks: Thad Cheatham Snacks: Jean McDonald

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups. Ice is available at

the community center.

List for remainder of the year: Nov  Harold Glover Chela & Cathy Kirkland




2 Wilburn Sharp 26 Alton Hall

3 Steven Easterling 28 Linda Boyd
7 Jean McDonald 31 Mike Berkman
9 Mel Barkley

Hello Rockhounds,

It is general wisdom at The William Holland Lapidary School in Young
Harris, Georgia that every aspiring silversmith should study beginner’s silver
under several instructors before going on to an intermediate silver course, and
certainly before tackling such complex subjects as advanced silver or even gold.
| had already completed four courses at the school in the last two years: one for
Faceting 1, two for Silver 1 and one for Casting both silver and gold! (I am
becoming a regular alumnus there and something of a familiar face about the
place!) So the week of September 20" found me back there attending my fifth
class generally and my third Silver 1 class, this time under the tutelage of Nancy
English.

Nancy is a retired nursing professor who has been involved in
silversmithing for many years, actively maintains her own private workshop, and
has attended several design and manufacturing workshops including Western
Kentucky University and of course William Holland. She is a member of the
Middle Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society and the Kyana Geological Society.

Nancy started us out slowly on a project that involved only sawing,
forming, polishing, stamping and some simple *“cold” construction (while
cautioning us to save our sawn out scraps for the next project). By midday the
end result was a pendant consisting of a disk suspended within a larger ring;
simple, but very effective and very pretty! Even though we had all started out
with the same material and instruction, under Nancy’s careful influence each of
us seven students in the class had created something very different. Both the
size and shape of both the disk and its halo varied greatly as well as their colors,
patinas and surface treatments. Some were embellished with piercings, stamps
or hammering. Some were mirror polished, others highly textured. All were
beautiful and well made.
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By afternoon came the most fun and exciting part of silver fabrication, THE
TORCH! We all selected a stone for setting into a bezel of our own making, and
then soldered that onto a SOLID back plate to form another pendant, this one
even more of an original design. My scrap saved earlier was formed and solder
onto my piece to serve as its bail. Again all of the pieces were varied in their
particulars. Before the end of the second day most of us had finished a third
piece, either a ring or pendant. Nancy’s only stipulation for this third project was
that it be open backed, so we added yet another skill set to our growing
repertoires. All of the cost of silver for these first projects was covered by a very
modest class fee. After that we had the remaining days to work on anything we
wished and as always Nancy was standing by with ideas, inspiration and great
encouragement.

| enjoyed her class very much and found her to be a generous and
passionate teacher whose lessons methodically enrich the abilities of her
students. Thank you, Nancy.

Closer to home, please remember that the Montgomery Gem and Mineral
Society’s scholarships are awarded yearly and are based on club participation.
Next year some lucky and deserving someone will be enjoying a class of their
own choosing at either William Holland or Wild Acres during a Federation
sponsored week. One of the most important criterions in consideration of
recipients is contribution to this newsletter. Another is regular attendance of our
monthly meetings. So ...

See you soon,

Frank Rowell

Hello from Wales!

| have been having fun in my new job at the National Museum of Wales
cutting up big rocks and polishing them. The saw and lapping machine we have
here are from Highland Park manufacturers - | think this is
the same manufacturer as the one in the workshop! My big saw will cut rocks up
to about a foot long and the lap is about 3 foot in diameter. When | have finished
lapping we turn it over and there is a carpet on the other side for polishing. For
lapping | add silicon carbide grit - very messy as you can see in the photo. For
polishing | use aluminium oxide.
The photo of the three rocks shows some of the smaller specimens (about 5
inches long) | have been polishing for members of staff. The two pink ones are
rhodonite and the black one with circles on is called orbicular diorite. This is one
of my favourite rocks and is quite rare. This piece comes from Corsica.
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| am also making thin sections of rocks (0.03mm thick) for microscope
slides which requires a great deal of patience and careful preparation. Not
something | ever thought | would be doing, but luckily we have some very good
lapping machinery for that. Rock thin sections under microscopes can be very
pretty. I'll try to take a photo of one next time | make one that is up to standard!
Hope you are all well and looking forward to the show. Helen Kerbey
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Thanks to Terry Fetzer for sharing the following 2 articles for this
month’s newsletter.

Prehistoric shark nursery spawned giants
Discovery highlights importance of shark nurseries, ancient and modern

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33074897/ns/technology = _and_science-
science/
!
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REMEMBER to bring recent acquisitions to the monthl y meeting so other
members can experience a variety of different mater  ials.

Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society Minutes were not r  eceived by print
time.

This link was shared by James Mallonee:
Youtube video presentation about a gold nugget find - approximately 6 oz of gold
in a fist sized quartz rock.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bkwm2LW6UI&feature=related

SHOP REMINDER
The shop will be opened only by appointment . Please email or call any of the
following individuals ahead of time to set up a shop workdate: Frank Rowell,
Terry Fetzer, Iris McGehee, or Harold Glover. NOTE: the shop will no longer
be open on a regularly scheduled basis.
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Links to check out

International Colored Gemstone Assn newsletter http://www.gemstone.org/
Georgia Meteorite Association http://www.meteoriteassociationofgeorgia.org/
William Holland http://www.lapidaryschool.org/schedule.htmi

http://mww.amfed.org/sfms/william-holland-retreat.h tml
Wildacres http://www.amfed.org/sfms/wildacres-retreat.html
Al Mineral Locality Index
http://www.mindat.org/rloc.php?loc=Alabama%2C+USA
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GIA
http://www.gia.edu/3954/gia_home_page.cfmhttp://www.greatdanepro.com/some
where%20in%20time/index.htm

Where to find treasure: http://www.treasureplaces.com/index.php/Main_Page
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Southeast Federation Field Trips
>QOctober 17-18, Taylorsville, Spencer County, Kentucky - Lower Kentucky
River Falls of the Ohio State Park - Ordovician rocks and fossils - Charles
Oldham, KYANA Field Trip Chairman.
[502] 241-8755 catsmeoowstudiol@yahoo.com
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General Information

The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals along with news about club,
state, and regional activities of interest to our members. Most important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us
to share information about projects and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby. Unless members are willing
to contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose.

Copyright 2009 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their
authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied. Please give credit to The Golden Nugget.

Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2™ Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL. The annual gem show replaces the December
meeting. Anyone interested in gems and minerals is invited to attend. Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at
various locations. These are announced at monthly meetings. Membership dues are $15.00 for individuals and $20.00
for families residing in the same household.

The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment to those who have
expressed a prior interest in receiving this information.
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The Golden Nugget
P. O. Box 801
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801
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Official Voice of the Montgomery Gem &
Mineral Society, Montgomery AL
Linda R. Griebel, Editor
thegoldennugget@hotmail.com




