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When:  September 11, 2008 
Where:  Muriel Crump Center, 1735 Highland Ave, Montgomery, AL 
What: “ ALABAMA ROCKS AND MINERALS”  

Including how native Americans / Alabamians used rocks and 
minerals of our local environment.  Will have examples of his 
collection to show. 

SPEAKER:  Thad Cheatham 
�
  

 

Drinks: David Sherrod  Snacks: Morning Sherrod 

Please remember to bring paper plates, napkins, and cups.  Ice is available at 
the community center.   Refreshments for remainder of 2008: 
 Drinks  Snacks  Drinks   Snacks 
Oct the Andersons J. Tatum Nov J. Gaines the Kirklands 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hello Rockhound s, 
 

As I’m sure you know, our December show is getting nearer. It’s never too 
soon for planning.  So, if you haven’t already, start thinking of a new and 
spectacular display for one (or more) of our display cases. 

This year I’ve dedicated myself to fill my very first case, but I may need 
your help.  Since I have some silver working skills (and should have a class in 
casting under my belt come this October,) I thought: “What better way to inform, 
educate and excite the public than to fabricate a suite of silver jewelry made 
entirely of native Alabama stones, preferably those found by our own members, 
and better still from the tri-county area.”  I already have some Alabama druzy 
quartz, smokey quartz, rose quartz, paint-rock agate and carnelian.  But I’d like 
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more from which to choose.  If you have something suitable from Alabama, or 
know someone who does, please get in touch with me.  I was thinking of beryl, 
onyx, or black tourmaline. Of course, I will be happy to buy the items (but I’m 
hoping for the “sweetheart” deal!). 

Since I am rising to the task of tackling a display case, I’d like to challenge 
everyone else to do the same.  Even if you have already made a display, please 
commit to do another.  Or do the same one again for the people who missed it 
the first time! 

Thanks for your help. 
See you soon,   

+WFSP�7T\ JQQ, President 

 
 

HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 

3 David Sherrod 
10 Drucilla Hornsby 

13 Stan Payne 

19 Eric Echols 
20 Harold Glover 
23 Terry Toney

 
 

 
 

ICA Announces Fifth International Poster Competition 

 
 New York – The International Colored Gemstone Association (ICA) announced 
the launch of the 5th ICA International Poster Competition, which will be held in 
conjunction with the ICA Congress scheduled for May 5-10, 2009 in Panyu, 
Guangzhou - China’s largest jewelry manufacturing area.  
 By organizing the poster competition ICA encourages its members, as well as 
the colored gemstone community at large, art students and graphic designers to 
find new, creative ideas, to promote the appreciation and trade of colored 
gemstones through artistic poster designs.  7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�VXEP LWWLQJ�
SRVWHUV�LV���� ' HFHP EHU��� � � �  
If you are interested submitting an entry to ICA, I can email you details on size, 
etc.   
Linda Griebel, Editor 
  



Chrysanthemum “ Suiseki” Stones 
By John M. Wight, RPG 

 

 
 

Since Chrysanthemum is the flower for those born in November, I thought that it 
might be appropriate to write an article this month on Chrysanthemum "Suiseki" Stones. 
We already know that chrysanthemums are flowers, but what does "Suseki" mean.  

I understand that in Japanese "sui" means water and "seki" means stone and that 
these stones were originally found in Chinese riverbeds. Most of the stones were chosen 
for their color, shape, or other unusual features, but it was soon discovered that they 
could very often be further enhanced by, cutting, polishing, and removing surface 
material to display unique hidden portions. Some stones were cut or carved into 
completely new forms. Being rockhounds we can certainly understand how that 
happened.  
 At any rate this enhancement technique became a new classic oriental art form, 
first known to be practiced by the Chinese during the Song Dynasty (960 - 1279), and the 
stones were generally referred to as Chinese Scholars Stones. As trade and contact 
between China and Japan flourished during the middle ages, the Japanese imported and 
adapted this art form to their own culture and somewhere along the way the Japanese 
word "Suiseki" meaning "water stones" became the name used for all particularly 
attractive or unique types of stones which were used as decorations or for viewing. 
"Viewing Stones" became the new meaning applied to "Suiseki" as its popularity spread 
throughout Japan and other parts of Asia. In recent years appreciation for Suiseki Stones 
has spread far beyond Asia and collectors are active in many countries.  

There are many categories of Suiseki stones available for collectors, decorators, 
tourist, and even rockhounds that want to try their hand at this ancient art. Suiseki stones 
with unique surface patterns resulting from variations in color, unusual texture and 
contrasting mineral inclusions are among the more popular because of their rarity and the 
skill often required for their enhancement. These are known as "Pattern Stones" by 
serious collectors and by far the best known in this group are the most amazing, uniquely 
elegant, and often extremely beautiful, " chrysanthemum stones." 



The chrysanthemum stones occur naturally and have been found in China, Japan, 
Canada, and around the Great Lakes in the United States. The largest concentrations 
which also have the larger I and better formed flowers are found in Hunan and Hubei 
Provinces of China. These deposits are believed to have formed in Permian age marine 
sediments around 250 milli on years ago.  
 The host material is basically a dark, layered, primarily limestone with dolomite 
and gypsum, but can vary in content, consistency, and color. The host rock often contains 
embedded layers of contrasting lighter colored mineral inclusions, with patterns formed 
by a finite latticework of radiating, celestite, feldspar, andalusite, or calcite crystals that 
may resemble a variety of things depending on individual imagination. Quite possibly 
other minerals may be involved as the genesis of these inclusions is still under dispute. 
Since the growth of the mineral inclusions is radiating outwards from a single point on a 
more or less lateral plain, the pattern often resembles the flowering chrysanthemum. 
Quite often these inclusions are close or overlap forming clusters of f lowers. A good 
Chrysanthemum "Suiseki" Stone is scarce and one that is nicely balanced in form has a 
complete fully developed flower image, and excellent color contrast is extremely rare. 

The deposits in the Hunan Provinces will not be available after 2009 when water 
released from the new Hunan Dam flood the Yangtzi River Valley. Also, these very 
attractive ornamental stones are gaining in worldwide recognition, popularity, and 
desirabili ty which is increasing competition for them and further limiti ng their 
availabili ty in a market already in short supply. 
(Refs: www.bonsai-nbf.org/site/viewing_stones.html 
www.spirit-stones.com/types.asp;bonsai-mart.com/suiseki_bonsai_viewing_stones.html  
www.suiseki.com/glossary/chinese.html 
suiseki.freeshell .org/InformationWISPage1.htm 
www.vgms.org/bt/vgms9903.htm#8 
www.bonsainorthwest.com.au/archive/2000photos/ 
AFMDec2000/dec2000.htm 
Simon and Schuster's Guide to Rocks & Minerals/1977)          From “Snoopy Gems”, 
Nov 2007 

Contributed by Terry Fetzer 
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Wavellite  (by Helen Kerbey) 

 
At the Mineral and Gem show in Cartersville, near Atlanta, in August, I ended up 
buying a tray full of one of my favourite minerals: Wavellite.   
 



 
 

 
    

When I first came across Wavellite, it was from a famous UK locality in 
Devon where the mineral grows in flat radial patterns.  I had two ideas about it 
that turned out to be wrong.  Firstly I thought that it always grew in flat discs, but 
as you can see from the photos if there is enough room it will form a complete 
sphere and is normally this green / yellowish color, but it can sometimes be 
brown, white, colourless or zoned.   

 
Secondly I thought that it was named Wavellite because it was wavy.  In 

fact, it is named after a Devon based physician and mineral collector called Dr. 
William Wavell when it was first discovered in North Devon back in 1805. 



 
 Wavellite is a phosphate mineral with the slightly complicated formula: 
Al3(PO4)2(OH)3.(H2O)5 or in words a hydrated aluminium phosphate hydroxide.  
It is found in low-grade metamorphic rocks and in phosphate deposits and 
according to Mindat.org wavellite can be found in several places in Alabama: 
Calhoun Co., Cherokee Co., Clay Co., Coosa Co, and St. Clair Co.  My 
specimens come from Mt. Ida in Montgomery Co., Arkansas.  

 
David Sherrod capably presented “Silver working” at August 14th meeting 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

ALABAMA MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 

(by Linda Griebel) 
more information at 

www.amnh.ua.edu 



Recommended to us by archeologist acquaintance, we sought out a small, but 
delightful summer experience.  Located in Smith Hall on the University of 
Alabama campus (Tuscaloosa, in case someone from Auburn doesn’t know 
where it is), the Alabama Museum of Natural History contains a remarkable 
variety of exhibits of fossils, rocks, and minerals from the Coal Age, Dinosaur 
Age, and Ice Age.  It showcases our state fossil (the basilosaurus whale) and the 
only meteorite known to have struck a human.  In addition, there is an actual CSI 
exhibit where you can explore what real scientists use to determine police file 
facts.  Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   We’re passing the 
recommendation to you. 

 
   



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
State Foss il of Alabama: zeuglodon , Basilosaurus Cetoides (Owen) (excerpt 
from Museum Ephemera #153, Al Museum of Natural History 
 

                  
 
The first report of Basilosaurus was in 1832 by Richard Harlan who studied 28 
vertebrae from Louisiana.  He thought he was describing the backbone of a large 
reptile.  Further discoveries showed that the animal was a very large and 
elongated mammal with fine and yoke-shaped molars.  More complete remains 
subsequently came to light in the Jackson Group of southwest Alabama, where 
nearly complete skeletons were exposed in fields, and paleontologists converged 
on Alabama.   

One of them was Albert Koch, who was something of a promoter.  He 
came to Alabama in 1845 to find rare fossils and was appalled to hear that a New 
York paleontologist would be arriving shortly to collect zeuglodon bones.  Koch 
rushed to the sites and secured the bones, but the cargo was shipwrecked on the 
Florida Keys.  To his surprise, the salvagers held paleontology in high esteem 
and sent the fossils on to New York without charge.  They promptly went on 
display, and this is where Koch erred badly. 

To appreciate what followed, you must understand that scientists of the 
1840’s were fascinated by mariners’ reports of sea serpents.  In 1817, for 
instance, eleven eyewitnesses swore that they had encountered a sea serpent 
off New England over a period of several days in an atmosphere reminiscent of 
modern UFO sightings.  When the very large bones of a peculiarly enlongated 
whale turned up in upper Eocene strata, the public was enthralled: fossil sea 
serpents!  Koch had collected articulated skeletons from Alabama fields and 



should have known better than to string them together for public display.  His sea 
serpent was 114 feet long and mounted in an impressively sinuous form.  As the 
real Basilosaurus reached 70 feet in length and is quite enlongate, Koch was not 
far off, but his reputation suffered when a more competent anatomist denounced 
his reconstruction. 

The reality was splendid enough.  The Jackson Group continues to yield 
fine specimens of Basilosaurus cetoides, and they are now protected by law from 
indiscriminate collection.  Mounted skeletons are currently exhibited at the 
National Museum of Natural History (Smithsonian) and the University of So 
Mississippi.  The Mississippi Office of Geology displays a skull.  In 1984, by Act 
No. 84-66, the Alabama Legislature proclaimed Basilosaurus cetoides as the 
State Fossil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALABAMA NATIONAL FAIR 

 
     The dates of the fair are October 3-12, and we are again sponsoring a "Best 
of the Fair" plate for someone entering items in the category of Gems and 
Minerals.    Begin planning what you might enter.  The different classes are: 
beading, cabochon, faceted stone, gem trees, fossils, wire wrapped jewelry, wire 
wrapped jewelry with stone, mineral specimen, and geodes.  
    Also, the club is asked to demonstrate lapidary skills in the Creative Living 
Center during the fair.  Doing this enables the Club to get recognition and also 
advertise our annual show that takes place in December.  More information 
concerning this will be forth coming at our September meeting.        
    Iris McGehee  
 
 
 



                                      
 

 
THE 38th ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, & JEWELRY SHOW 

     Time is fast approaching for our annual show that will be December 5-7.  This 
is our one money making project for the year, and we need the help of each and 
every member to make the show a success.  The dealers' dinner which takes 
place on Thursday evening before the show opens will need persons to help set 
up the dining area and everyone bringing casseroles and desserts to add to the 
meal.  The showcases and equipment also need to be transported to the 
Coliseum from the workshop and set up there.  Show cases will need to be filled 
with items to display during the show. 
    Our November meeting is used for making final plans for the show, however 
for the sake of our new members, it is important that you are aware of some 
things that need to be done. 
         Iris McGehee 
________________________________________________________________ 

   

   
   

CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS   PPPAAARRRTTTYYY 
Capitol Heights United Methodist Church dining hall has been reserved for our 
annual Christmas party on Friday, December 12.  Mark your calendars now and 
more information will follow closer to the time.    Iris McGehee 
 

 
Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society  

Minutes – August 14, 2000 
The meeting was called to order by President Frank Rowell, who 

welcomed guest Mark Kerbey.  Mark is Helen Kerby’s husband.  The July 
minutes were approved as published in the Golden Nugget.  The Treasurer’s 
report was read by Iris McGehee, which was approved and filed with the 
secretary.  Field Trip Chairman, David Sherrod announced that a field trip is 
being planned for October.  Iris has been asked by the Southeast Federation 
Stamp Program Coordinator to leave stamps on paper and not  attempt  to 
remove them.  The glue on the stamps require special handling so as not to 
destroy saleability.  It was � nnounced that Cathy Kirkland is a new grandmother 



of two, born a day apart.   Refreshments were furnished by Linda Boyd, and 
Cathy and Chela Kirkland.  

David Sherrod gave the program on Silver Work with Solder.  He brought 
a large array of supplies and equipment.  He patiently explained the the usage of 
each and answered questions.  He also had examples of his work. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 Mary Lou McHugh, Secretary 

______________________________________________________________ 
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SE SHOWS      (for other areas, click on 
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp) 
>Sept 5-7—MARIETTA, GEORGIA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; Cobb County 
Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta Pky.; Fri. 1-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank 
Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; 
e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com 
>Sept 26-28--JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA  Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society; 
Morocco Temple, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Rd.; Fri. 1-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults 
$3/day $5/weekend; demonstrations, door prizes, lectures, JGMS lapidary 
exhibits, fluorescent display; Tom Frame, 3133 Chapelwood Ln, Jacksonville, FL 
32216, (904) 400-3818; jgms_show@hotmail.com 
>Sept 27-28--HIDDENITE, NORTH CAROLINA: Western Piedmont Mineral & 
Gem Society; Hiddenite Center, Sulpher Springs Rd.; Sat 9-6, Sun 12:30-6; 
adults $2, under 13 free with adult. Patty Arnold 828-465-2769 Roger Grinnell 
828-284-1521 or 828-675-9281 
>Sept 27-28--LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY Rockhounds of Central Kentucky; 
Kentucky National Guard Armory, Airport Rd. Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults $1, 6-
12 50 cents, families $3 max, Scouts in uniform free; Kay Fisher (859) 537-1776; 
kkay19@aol.com; www.lexingtonrockclub.com 
 
 

                                                   
 



Southeast Federation Field Trips 
>>September 27, 2008 10 a.m. until 6 pm (Rain date September 28, 2008)  NO 
FEE AREA  Buck Creek Prospect Field and Creek in Clay County, NC             
Corundum (sapphire/ruby), sillimanite, rutile, kyanite, mica, garnet, moonstone, 
soapstone.  For more information contact: Tom or Linda Sterrett, 
lsterrett@rosecreekmine.com or Rose Creek Mine at 828-349-3774. 
 
 

Club Off icers for 2008 
 
President:  Frank Rowell     277-7023 1st V P:      vacant 
2nd V P:     David Sherrod   285-5537 Secretary:  Mary Lou McHugh 272-1817 
Treasurer:  Iris McGehee     262-7275 Directors:   Jim Gaines   285-1988     
            Mel Barkley  277-2722 
 
General Information  
    The purpose of the Golden Nugget is to inform members of news about gems and minerals 
along with news about club, state, and regional activities of interest to our members.  Most 
important, the Golden Nugget provides a way for each of us to share information about projects 
and to pass on tips that will help others enjoy our hobby.  Unless members are willing to 
contribute, the Golden Nugget cannot meet this latter purpose. 
    Copyright 2008 by Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.  Except for items that are 
specifically copyrighted by their authors, all material in this bulletin may be freely copied.  Please 
give credit to The Golden Nugget. 
    Meetings of the Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society are held every 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Mureal Crump Adult Center, 1735 Highland Avenue, Montgomery, AL.  The 
annual gem show replaces the December meeting.  Anyone interested in gems and minerals is 
invited to attend.  Field trips, workshops, and classes are held at various locations.  These are 
announced at monthly meetings.  Membership dues are $12.00 for individuals and $18.00 for 
families residing in the same household. 
    The Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
    In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, this material is distributed without profit or 
payment to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving this information. 
 

    
  
  
  
The Golden Nugget 
P. O. Box 801 
Wetumpka, AL 36092-0801 
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Official Voice of the Montgomery 
Gem & Mineral Society, 

Montgomery AL 
Linda R. Griebel, Editor 

thegoldennugget@hotmail.com 


